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Executive Summary 

 

Recent years have seen a global retreat of democracy, with authoritarian leaders 

strengthening their grip on power at the expense of fundamental freedoms and individual human 

rights.   So too has democracy been under attack in the Americas, where autocrats across the 

continent have steadily undermined institutions and consolidated their power.  Nowhere has this 

assault on democracy been more visible than in the Republic of Nicaragua.   

 

A country of some six million people, the Central American republic has endured a 

tumultuous history that has been marked by dictatorship and civil war.  Eleven years after the 

1979 Sandinista Revolution which installed Daniel Ortega as president, the Sandinistas were 

defeated amidst dismal economic conditions in the country.  In 2006, however, Daniel Ortega 

was reelected as president and, since his return to power, has slowly eroded the country’s 

democratic institutions, targeted opposition voices, and narrowed the country’s civic space.   

 

Dissatisfaction with Daniel Ortega and his regime culminated in widespread popular 

protests in 2018, sparked by a change in the country’s social security law.  The regime responded 

to the peaceful protests with lethal force, killing hundreds, injuring hundreds more, and forcing 

thousands into exile.  In the aftermath of the 2018 protests, popular support for Daniel Ortega 

plunged to new lows. 

 

Aware of his dwindling support and facing reelection in November 2021, Daniel Ortega 

launched an unprecedented crackdown on the democratic opposition, civil society, the media, 

and anyone perceived to be a threat to his iron grip on power.  Beginning in May 2021, the 

regime’s police forces disappeared and detained dozens of individuals, including the seven 

leading opposition presidential candidates, political figures, human rights defenders, journalists, 

students, labor leaders, activists, business private sector leaders, farmers, former Sandinistas, and 

others. 

 

Among the more than 170 who remain detained are Juan Sebastián Chamorro and Félix 

Maradiaga, prominent presidential candidates and civil society activists, who were arrested and 

disappeared by the Nicaraguan National Police on June 8, 2021.  Their cases are representative 

of the abuses and the impunity of the Ortega regime.  For 84 days, they were disappeared and 

held incommunicado in undisclosed locations without any access to their lawyers, families, or 

doctors.  Their families did not know if Chamorro and Maradiaga were still alive.  

 

Shortly after their arrests, both men were remanded to 90 days of judicial detention while 

“under investigation” for committing acts that “undermine [Nicaragua’s] independence, 

sovereignty, and self-determination” and other political charges.  Nearly three months passed 

before Chamorro and Maradiaga were formally charged with “conspiracy to undermine national 

integrity.”  No date has been set for their trial, and Chamorro and Maradiaga were ordered to 

remain in pretrial detention, extending their detention indefinitely.  Ironically, in a 

communication dated October 22, 2021, the Ortega regime indicated the trial date would remain 

unscheduled owing to the “saturation of the agenda” of the judicial office and “force majeure.”  
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Chamorro and Maradiaga’s detentions are politically motivated and connected to their 

longstanding activism. The regime has alleged that both men were part of an international 

conspiracy to funnel foreign resources “to provide logistical support and create favorable 

conditions to harm the supreme interests of the nation,” amongst other blatantly political charges.  

By opening a baseless criminal process against them – and remanding them to indefinite pretrial 

detention – the regime used these charges as a pretext to bar Chamorro and Maradiaga from the 

November 2021 presidential elections and did the same to all the other credible opposition 

candidates, allowing Ortega to coast to a fourth consecutive term. 

 

The political nature of Chamorro’s and Maradiaga’s imprisonment is further 

demonstrated by the grave due process violations characterizing the proceedings against them.  

In addition to their 84-day enforced disappearance, both Chamorro and Maradiaga have been 

held incommunicado for extended periods of time.  Both men were brought before secret 

hearings without their lawyers; indeed, they have repeatedly been denied access to their chosen 

lawyers.  Their lawyers were never informed of hearings in their cases which took place on June 

9 and August 26, 2021.  The Ortega regime persecuted both men’s lawyers such that the lawyers 

ultimately fled Nicaragua.  And President Ortega and Vice President Rosario Murillo have 

denigrated Chamorro and Maradiaga in the media as “criminals” and “terrorists,” violating their 

right to the presumption of innocence.  

 

The cases of Chamorro and Maradiaga are just two examples where the Ortega regime 

has manipulated Nicaragua’s institutions to serve its own interests.  As anticipated, Daniel 

Ortega declared an overwhelming victory following the November 7, 2021, presidential election, 

which was roundly condemned by the international community as lacking any democratic 

legitimacy.  As of January 10, 2022, he is an unconstitutional and illegitimate president operating 

without a mandate.  Despite demands from multilateral institutions, democratic governments, 

and human rights groups, the Ortega regime has shown no indication it plans to release the more 

than 170 individuals held as political prisoners by the regime.  Their ongoing detention is a 

desperate attempt by a deeply unpopular regime to maintain its stranglehold on power. 
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I. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

A. Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

 

Juan Sebastián Chamorro is a Nicaraguan economist, political figure, and critic of 

President Daniel Ortega.  Born in Managua, Nicaragua, Dr. Chamorro pursued his education in 

the United States, earning an undergraduate degree in Economics from the University of San 

Francisco, a Master’s in Economics with a focus on social policies from Georgetown University, 

and a doctorate in Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

 

 In 2005, he served as the Technical Secretary of the Presidency of the Republic – the 

Ministry in charge of strategic national planning – before serving as the Vice Minister of Finance 

the following year.  During his time in the government, he contributed to the process that led to 

the National Development Plan; played a key role in negotiating Nicaragua’s acceptance into the 

HIPC debt reduction program with the International Monetary Fund; and successfully led 

negotiations with the Millennium Challenge Corporation for a US $175 million grant to 

Nicaragua.  From 2006 to 2011, Dr. Chamorro helped execute the grant program by heading the 

Millennium Challenge Account in Nicaragua, and from 2011 to 2014, he was the CEO of the 

export company MACESA.  He later served as Executive Director of FUNIDES, a leading 

Nicaraguan economic think tank.  Dr. Chamorro worked in roles in both civil society and the 

government.  He additionally has taught undergraduate and graduate level courses in economics 

at the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua and at Thomas More University in 

Managua. 

 

Until earlier this year, Dr. Chamorro was also a leading figure in the Civic Alliance for 

Justice and Democracy (ACJD), serving as the Executive Director from 2019 to January 2021.  

Through his work with ACJD especially, he became one of the most prominent opposition 

voices, pushing for government accountability, democratic reforms, and justice for victims of 

human rights abuses.  He was a vocal supporter of peaceful civil resistance during the 2018 mass 

protests in Nicaragua and strongly condemned the consequent violent crackdown orchestrated by 

the Ortega regime.  In January 2021, Dr. Chamorro stepped back from his role in ACJD to focus 

on his political career, and on February 27, 2021, he officially announced his presidential 

campaign, running on a platform of economic reform, improved social infrastructure, and 

enhanced justice mechanisms for victims of human rights violations.2 

 

Dr. Chamorro is the nephew of former Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de 

Chamorro, who beat Daniel Ortega in the 1990 election, and the cousin of presidential candidate 

Cristiana Chamorro, who has been placed under house arrest.3  He is married with one daughter. 

 

 
2 Cindy Regidor, Juan Sebastián Chamorro Anuncia Pilares de Su Plan de Gobierno, CONFIDENCIAL, Feb. 27, 

2021, available at https://www.confidencial.com.ni/politica/juan-sebastian-chamorro-anuncia-pilares-de-su-plan-de-

gobierno/. 
3 Marlon Soto et al., Nicaraguan Presidential Challenger Cristiana Chamorro Placed Under House Arrest, CNN, 

June 3, 2021, available at https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/03/americas/nicaragua-cristiana-chamorro-house-arrest-

intl-latam/index.html. 
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 Nicaraguan authorities and affiliated paramilitary groups have targeted Dr. Chamorro and 

his family due to his advocacy and participation in civil society for years.  Earlier this year, he 

told Confidencial that he and his family have been the victims of “attacks, beatings, raids, 

insults, millionaire fines, financial terrorism, threats of confiscation, and arrest warrants.”4   

 

On December 22, 2018, he was summoned by the police for his criticism of Ortega.5  

Two months later, he relayed that police regularly pulled him over and surrounded his office, 

leading him to work remotely and sleep at different houses.6  Then in May 2019, Nicaraguan 

authorities branded him a “traitor to the nation,” demanding that he be removed from the 

negotiations between the regime and ACJD after he voiced his support for discontinuing funding 

to the National Police on human rights grounds.7  By December 2019, Dr. Chamorro was 

receiving routine death threats from Ortega loyalists.8 

 

The repression began to escalate in September 2020.  On September 30, 2020, Dr. 

Chamorro posted a video to social media showing Nicaraguan police stationed outside 

Intermezzo del Bosque, the community where he lives.9  Then, on October 25, 2020, he was 

blocked by police while attempting to travel from Managua to the nearby city of Masaya for 

ACJD activities.10  When he and several others attempted to exit the vehicle and peacefully pass 

by the police vehicles on foot, they were stopped and violently forced back.11  Videos of the 

incident depict police officers pushing Dr. Chamorro and his companions with riot shields and 

their hands despite there being no resistance from the group.  When they inquired why they were 

being forced to turn around, they were told it was because they were “coup plotters and 

terrorists.”12  In the weeks after this incident, the police informed Dr. Chamorro that he was not 

 
4 Iván Olivares, Juan Sebastián Chamorro Se “Dedicará” a la “Política”, CONFIDENCIAL, Jan. 11, 2021, available 

at https://www.confidencial.com.ni/politica/juan-sebastian-chamorro-se-dedicara-a-la-politica/. 
5 Líder de la Oposición en Nicaragua Es Citado por la Polícia tras Criticar a Ortega, EFECTO COCUYO, Dec. 22, 

2018, available at https://efectococuyo.com/internacionales/lider-de-la-oposicion-en-nicaragua-es-citado-por-la-

policia-tras-criticar-a-ortega/. 
6 Carrie Kahn, Stay or Go? Ortega’s Crackdown Pushes Nicarguans to Make Hard Choices, NPR, Feb.9, 2019, 

available at https://www.npr.org/2019/02/09/692286247/stay-or-go-ortegas-crackdown-pushes-nicaraguans-to-

make-hard-choices. 
7 Opositor Ve Como “Elogios” los Ataques Oficialistas en Su Contra en Nicaragua, EFE, May 11, 2019, available 

at https://www.efe.com/efe/america/politica/opositor-ve-como-elogios-los-ataques-oficialistas-en-su-contra-

nicaragua/20000035-3974124. 
8 Emiliano Chamorro Mendieta, Fánaticos Orteguistas Amenazan con Asesinar a Juan Sebastian Chamorro, LA 

PRENSA, Dec. 16, 2019, available at https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2019/12/16/politica/2621805-fanaticos-

orteguistas-amenazan-con-asesinar-a-juan-sebastian-chamorro. 
9 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Sept. 30, 2020, 11:08 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1311322051626569728. 
10 Carlos Larios, Policía Orteguista Prohíbe Salir de Managua a Juan Sebastián Chamorro, LA PRENSA, Nov. 13, 

2020, available at https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/11/13/politica/2747052-policia-orteguista-prohibe-salir-de-

managua-a-juan-sebastian-chamorro. 
11 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Oct. 25, 2020, 6:25 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1320491764390744069. 
12 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Oct. 25, 2020, 6:29 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1320492745279049730 and Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Oct. 25, 2020, 9:28 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1320537770453061632. 
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permitted to leave the city of Managua because he was the “object of an investigation,” but 

would not disclose the reason for the investigation.13 

 

This restriction on Dr. Chamorro’s travel remained in place until his arrest, and 

Nicaraguan police continued to follow him, maintain a presence near his home, and take pictures 

of him, which he documented on social media.14  Beginning on May 20, 2021, the police 

restricted his movement further, placing him under de facto house arrest.15  One of the police 

captains enforcing the restrictions also violently took Dr. Chamorro’s cell phone, then later stole 

and broke two cell phones carried by individuals attempting to visit him.16 

 

 As mentioned above, the Ortega regime has also engaged in intimidation against Dr. 

Chamorro’s family.  On July 16, 2020, Nicaraguan authorities filed tax fraud cases against his 

wife, sister-in-law, and mother-in-law, which forced his wife to temporarily go into hiding.  The 

following month, on August 21, Judge Isabel Castro Martínez issued arrest and search warrants 

for his wife and mother-in-law for failure to fulfill financial commitments to the Managua 

mayor’s office.17  Although the Nicaraguan authorities have not acted on the warrants, they 

remain active.  In October 2020, Nicaraguan authorities seized several properties within the 

Intermezzo community belonging to Dr. Chamorro’s mother-in-law – five lots, her residence, 

and the community well18 – for alleged tax evasion and declared that the family owed more than 

nine million córdobas (over US$250,000) after falsely finding that the family had earned 325 

million córdobas between the years of 2017 and 2019.19  Due to the executive nature of the 

seizure, the family’s lawyers only had three days to contest the allegations.20  In December 2020, 

Judge Ramón Real Pérez threw out the evidence presented by the defense.21  All evidence 

 
13 Policía Orteguista Prohíbe Salir, supra note 10; see also Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), 

TWITTER, Nov. 13, 2020, 1:04 pm, available at https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1327311491729600512 and 

Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Nov. 14, 2020, 12:27 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1327664399797153794. 
14 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Jan. 10, 2021, 3:41 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1348369312768290816; Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Feb. 13, 2021, 10:20 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1360609886518857728; and Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Mar. 27, 2021, 5:51 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1375928441007190017. 
15 El Régimen de Daniel Ortega Sitió a los Aspirantes a la Presidencia de la Oposición en Nicaragua, INFOBAE, 

May 21, 2021, available at https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2021/05/21/el-regimen-de-daniel-

ortega-sitio-a-los-aspirantes-a-la-presidencia-de-la-oposicion-en-nicaragua/ and Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, May 20, 2021, 7:21 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1395517780930273282. 
16 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, June 5, 2021, 9:59 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1401176808565923850. 
17 Álvaro Navarro, Juez de Ortega Rechaza Pruebas en Embargo Contra Esposa de Juan Sebastián Chamorro, 

ARTÍCULO 66, Dec. 9, 2020, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2020/12/09/juez-ortega-rechaza-pruebas-

esposa-juan-sebastian-chamorro/. 
18 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Oct. 5, 2020, 10:54 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1313311753992843265. 
19 Juez de Ortega Rechaza Pruebas, supra note 17. 
20 Xavier González, Régimen Apuesta por “Amedrentar y Arrinconar” a Juan Sebastián Chamorro con Embargo 

Contra Su Familia, ARTÍCULO 66, Oct. 6, 2020, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2020/10/06/embargo-

familia-juan-sebastian-chamorro-amenaza-intermezzo/. 
21 Juez de Ortega Rechaza Pruebas, supra note 17. 
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presented since has also been rejected, and in March 2021, the courts denied the appeal filed by 

the family’s lawyer.22  That same month, the judge appointed a professional to assess the value 

of the properties, raising the family’s fears that the authorities will soon attempt to auction them 

off.23 

 

B.   Félix Maradiaga 

 

Félix Maradiaga is a Nicaraguan activist, political figure, academic, and outspoken critic 

of President Daniel Ortega and his regime.  Born in Jinotega, Nicaragua, in 1976, Mr. Maradiaga 

was forced to flee to the United States as a young boy in the late 1980s to escape the violence of 

the ongoing Contra War.  He crossed the U.S.-Mexico border, spent time in a refugee camp in 

Texas, and was later taken in by Nicaraguan foster parents in South Florida, where he lived for 

two years.   

 

He returned to Nicaragua in 1990, “full of enthusiasm for the reconstruction” of his 

country, and resumed his studies in Matagalpa.24  During this time, he became active with the 

youth ministry and studied the principle and discipline of nonviolence.  His studies about 

democracy and citizen engagement motivated him to study political science and international 

relations at a branch of Keiser University in San Marcos, Carazo, Nicaragua.  He later received a 

Master in Public Administration from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, and went on to study law and political science at Yale as a member of the 2009 

Yale World Fellows program.  Mr. Maradiaga was also named a Young Global Leader by the 

World Economic Forum. 

 

Based on the experiences of his childhood, Mr. Maradiaga has dedicated his professional 

life to public service and civil society work in service of human rights, nonviolence, and 

disarmament.  In the late 1990s he served as Director of the Office for Reintegration of Ex-

Combatants, which focused on disarming, demobilizing, and reintegrating 2,300 Nicaraguan 

guerrillas.  He later went on to serve as the Secretary General of the Nicaraguan Ministry of 

Defense – where he worked to strengthen peace, democracy, and the rule of law in Nicaragua – 

and was the youngest person to ever hold that position.  He later served as a Disarmament Fellow 

at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.25  In 2007, he returned to Nicaragua and 

founded the Civil Society Leadership Institute, a civic education initiative which aims to 

cultivate leadership skills in grassroots activists and educate them about the fundamentals and 

importance of non-violent social change.  And in 2017, he was appointed Executive Director of 

the Institute of Strategic Studies and Public Policy, a Managua-based think tank which aims to 

strengthen debate and knowledge around public policy in Nicaragua and Central America. 

 

Due to his outspoken activism, the Ortega regime accused Maradiaga of “financing 

terrorism” related to the demonstrations that erupted in April 2018.  Following physical attacks 

 
22 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Mar. 18, 2021, 12:57 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1372411708971552770. 
23 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Mar. 25, 2021, 11:41 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1375108087120560131. 
24 The Situation in Nicaragua, U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL, Sept. 5, 2018, available at https://undocs.org/S/PV.8340.  
25 Id. 
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and repeated death threats against him, Mr. Maradiaga fled the country in July 2018 and lived in 

exile in the United States for one year.  Subsequently, Maradiaga testified at a United Nations 

Security Council meeting in September 2018 about the situation in Nicaragua, and came to be a 

leader in the opposition Blue and White National Unity Movement.26  He returned to Nicaragua 

in September 2019.  On February 28, 2021, he announced his candidacy for the Presidency of 

Nicaragua as the candidate of the Blue and White National Unity Movement, to face Daniel 

Ortega in the general presidential election in November 2021.27 

 

Because of Mr. Maradiaga’s outspoken criticism of the violence and anti-democratic 

practices perpetrated by the Ortega regime, the Nicaraguan Government has sought to discredit, 

intimidate, and silence him.  Mr. Maradiaga and his family have also repeatedly been the targets 

of threatened and real violence. 

 

On July 9, 2018, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) adopted 

Resolution No. 50/18, finding that Mr. Maradiaga “faces a situation of grave and urgent risk” 

after being followed, harassed, and subjected to death threats since early 2018.28  While 

participating in a peaceful protest on April 19, 2018, Mr. Maradiaga was beaten and injured by 

police officers.  During the same time, he was also subjected to harassment and smear campaigns 

across social media platforms – a tactic of the regime noted in the U.S. State Department human 

rights report on Nicaragua that year.29  Posts included pictures and videos identifying Mr. 

Maradiaga and accusing him of receiving funds from the United States, committing acts of 

terrorism, and working to organize a coup d’état. 

 

Mr. Maradiaga and his family have also been physically and violently threatened on 

numerous occasions.  On April 2, 2018, after Mr. Maradiaga dropped off his daughter at school, 

a motorcyclist pulled alongside his car and displayed a gun to Mr. Maradiaga’s window.  On 

May 27, 2018, two Toyota Hilux cars without license plates aggressively harassed the car that 

Mr. Maradiaga was in as he traveled to the city of Matagalpa to deliver humanitarian aid.  The 

following day, two motorcyclists pulled alongside the car Mr. Maradiaga was in while he was 

stopped in traffic.  A masked motorcyclist then pointed a gun to his car window and fired two 

shots into the car, but Mr. Maradiaga escaped uninjured.  During a press conference on June 5, 

2018, the National Police then accused Mr. Maradiaga of involvement in a criminal organization 

responsible for drug trafficking, arms trafficking, and hiring assassins.  Throughout all of this, 

Mr. Maradiaga and his family continued to receive death threats. 

 

Given this grave history of past persecution, the IACHR requested the Nicaraguan 

Government in Resolution No. 50/18 to take any measures necessary to preserve the lives and 

personal integrity of Mr. Maradiaga and his family.  The Nicaraguan Government did not 

comply.  After being violently assaulted while in the city of León on July 10, 2018, and facing 

 
26 Id. 
27 Gabriela Castillo, Félix Maradiaga Lanza Precandidatura Presidencial Y Dice Que “No Estoy Interesado en la 

Vicepresidencia de la República”, ARTÍCULO 66, Feb. 28, 2021, available at 

https://www.articulo66.com/2021/02/28/felix-maradiaga-oficializa-precandidatura-a-la-presidencia/ [in Spanish]. 
28 Félix Alejandro Maradiaga Blandon Respecto de Nicaragua, IACHR Res. 50/18, Doc. 671-18, adopted 2018. 
29 Nicaragua, in 2018 COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, U.S. DEP’T OF STATE, March 13, 2019, 

available at https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/nicaragua/. 
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unfounded accusations of financing terrorism, Mr. Maradiaga fled Nicaragua on July 14, 2018.30  

He lived in exile in the United States for one year, where he continued his work as an activist and 

academic. 

 

When Mr. Maradiaga returned to Nicaragua in September 2019, he was again subjected 

to police surveillance and continued death threats.31  Immediately upon his arrival in Nicaragua, 

his passport was confiscated.  Days later, his car was surrounded by armed motorcyclists in an 

act of intimidation.  In September 2020, his house was robbed, and his computers, personal 

documents, and other effects were all taken.  The harassment and persecution of Mr. Maradiaga 

continued through December 2020.  In one instance, police blocked Mr. Maradiaga from leaving 

his home, and fractured three of his fingers in an altercation that later ensued.  Mr. Maradiaga 

later told La Prensa that the police presence around his home is “so extreme that they have 

blocked the entire block and have physically prevented any vehicle from entering or leaving the 

perimeter where I am.”32  The IACHR has submitted detailed accounts of the abuses to the 

Nicaraguan Government, which has failed to respond. 

 

Indeed, since September 2020, the Nicaraguan Police greatly restricted Mr. Maradiaga’s 

movement and have had a constant presence around his home, usually between 16 and 22 police 

officers at a time.  The 24/7 surveillance by the police began by limiting Mr. Maradiaga’s travel 

outside of Managua, but then escalated so that Mr. Maradiaga was unable to leave his home for 

three months, between December 2020 and February 2021, which journalists have identified as a 

situation of de facto house arrest.33  However, even after the de facto house arrest was lifted, Mr. 

Maradiaga’s movement remained monitored and restricted.  In one particular instance, on May 

20, 2021, Mr. Maradiaga was prevented from attending a rally in support of Cristiana Chamorro, 

with police assaulting him and forcing him back into his home.34  On May 28, 2021, the Office 

of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights expressed deep concern that the National 

Police had “intensified its actions to restrict the movements” of opposition leaders.35 

 
30 Mario Medrano, Félix Maradiaga Denuncia Haber Sido Acosado Por Motorizados en Managua, Nicaragua, 

CNN EN ESPANOL, Sept. 18, 2019, available at https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2019/09/18/alerta-nicaragua-felix-

maradiaga-denuncia-haber-sido-acosado-por-motorizados-en-managua/. 
31 Información Adicional Urgente: Félix Maradiaga (brief to Tania Reneaum Panszi, Executive Secretary, Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights), CENTER FOR JUSTICE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, June 8, 2021 [in 

Spanish] (on file with author).  
32 Leonor Álvarez, Policías Golpean a Félix Maradiaga Cuando Quiso Atender a Periodistas, LA PRENSA, Dec. 17, 

2020, available at https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/12/17/politica/2761403-policia-orteguista-impide-a-felix-

maradiaga-viajar-a-la-costa-caribe-de-nicaragua [in Spanish]; see also Noel Pérez Miranda, Policía, a Punta de 

Empujones, Impide a Félix Maradiaga Comparecer en Medios de Comuniación, ARTÍCULO 66, Dec. 17, 2020, 

available at https://www.articulo66.com/2020/12/17/policia-nicaragua-violencia-felix-maradiaga-opositor-unav/ [in 

Spanish]; see also Tweet by Miguel Mendoza (@Mmendoza1970), TWITTER, Dec. 17, 2020, available at 

https://twitter.com/Mmendoza1970/status/1339621658991190016?s=20. 
33 Gabriela Castillo, Régimen Exhibe Estado Policial en el Tercer Día de ‘Casa por Cárcel’ a Precandidatos 

Presidenciales, ARTÍCULO 66, May 22, 2021, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2021/05/22/regimen-receta-

casa-por-carcel-precandidatos-felix-maradiaga/ [in Spanish]; see also Yubelka Mendoza and Anatoly Kurmanaev, 

Nicaragua’s Democracy Hangs by Thread as Crackdown Deepens, NEW YORK TIMES, June 6, 2021, available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/06/world/americas/nicaragua-daniel-ortega-crackdown.html. 
34 Régimen Exhibe Estado Policial en el Tercer Día de ‘Casa por Cárcel’ a Precandidatos Presidenciales, supra 

note 33. 
35 Press Briefing Notes on Nicaragua, U.N. HIGH COMM’R FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, May 28, 2021, available at 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27124&LangID=E. 
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The political persecution of Mr. Maradiaga is thus part of a broader – and well-

documented – pattern of the regime’s increasingly brazen tactics before the November 7, 2021, 

election to eliminate any potential opposition to his stranglehold over Nicaragua’s institutions, 

“accelerating a slide toward one-party rule.”36 

 

Mr. Maradiaga is married with one young daughter.   

 

II. BACKGROUND CONTEXT AND THE CURRENT SITUATION IN NICARAGUA 

 

Despite repeated attempts to establish a permanent democracy, Nicaragua’s history has 

been marked by violent periods of dictatorship and civil war.  Like many of its Central American 

neighbors, Nicaragua has struggled since its independence with armed conflicts spurred on by 

both foreign interventions and domestic turmoil.  Human rights in Nicaragua have suffered on 

account of this turbulent political history. 

 

A.  The Sandinista Revolution and the Rise of Daniel Ortega 

 

Between 1936 and 1979, Nicaragua was governed by the Somoza family, a dynastic 

dictatorship closely allied with the United States.  In 1934, Anastasio Somoza García ordered the 

assassination of Augusto César Sandino, a Nicaraguan revolutionary who led a rebellion against 

the U.S. occupation of Nicaragua.  Two years later, Somoza orchestrated a coup d’état which 

deposed President Juan Bautista Sacasa.  Following Somoza’s assassination in 1956, Nicaragua 

was effectively ruled by his sons, Luis and Anastasio Somoza Debayle, both directly and through 

puppet presidents, until 1979.37    

 

In the 1970s, the socialist party Sandinista National Liberation Front, or FSLN, launched 

a kidnapping campaign as a tactic to express its opposition to the Somoza dictatorship.  The 

regime responded with unrelenting force, including by utilizing torture and extrajudicial killings 

as tools to respond to the FSLN’s attacks.  The FSLN increased the frequency and size of its 

attacks, while tapping into widespread discontent with the regime to broaden its base of support.  

By February 1979, social and political groups opposed to the dictatorship coalesced into an 

alliance with the FSLN.  The regime was growing increasingly isolated, and the Sandinistas were 

receiving support from abroad.  On July 17, 1979, the Sandinistas entered Managua and took 

control of the government, with Daniel Ortega assuming the presidency on July 18. 

 

The victory of the Sandinistas and the flight of Somoza on July 19, 1979 led to the 

collapse of Nicaragua’s old political institutions, which allowed the revolutionaries to construct a 

state from scratch.  Ultimately, the new Nicaragua did not attend to the “accumulated problems” 

of the past, especially the country’s economic woes.  Indeed, economic strife led to the 

Sandinistas exit from power following the 1990 elections.  Despite losing the presidency to 

 
36 Yubelka Mendoza and Anatoly Kurmanaev, In Nicaragua, Repression Deepens as More Opposition Leaders Are 

Detained, NEW YORK TIMES, June 9, 2021, available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/09/world/americas/nicaragua-ortega-opposition-leaders.html. 
37 Keen, Benjamin; Haynes, Keith A. (2009). A History of Latin America. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

Publishing Company. p. 450. 
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Violeta Barrios de Chamorro in 1990, Daniel Ortega remained an important opposition figure in 

Nicaraguan politics, mounting unsuccessful presidential campaigns in 1996 and 2001.  As the 

opposition, the Sandinistas continued with efforts intended to destabilize elected government.  In 

2006, running on a campaign of national reconciliation, Ortega was reelected after forming a 

pact with the Constitutionalist Liberal Party to lower the percentage needed to win the 

presidency to 38%.  He declared victory in the 2006 election with 38% of the vote, bolstered by 

the FSLN’s majority in parliament.   

 

B.  2018 Crisis and Aftermath 

 

Since his return to the presidency in 2007, Ortega has steadily eroded Nicaragua’s 

democratic institutions and consolidated his authoritarian rule.  Ortega’s attacks on Nicaragua’s 

democracy increased in earnest after widespread popular uprisings in 2018.   

 

On April 18, 2018, the Ortega regime announced a plan to decrease pensions and social 

security by decreasing pension payments by five percent and increasing worker social 

contributions by 0.75 percent.38  The response to the proposed pension reform, combined with 

demonstrations protesting the government’s response to a forest fire in an ecological preserve, 

generated widespread protests in Managua.  In the following days, unrest spread to León, 

Masaya, Granada, Matagalpa, Estelí, Carazo, Rivas, Bluefields, Ocotal and Camoapa, and to 

other cities.39 

 

Despite the regime’s decision to retract the proposed social security reforms, 

demonstrations quickly evolved into a broader manifestation of the country’s resentment with 

Daniel Ortega’s 11-year rule in the country.  The Ortega regime responded to the protests with 

overwhelming force, employing police forces, anti-riot squads and parapolice groups which used 

firearms, teargas and rubber bullets.   

 

A landmark report published by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in 

June 2018 found that state-sponsored violence during the protests was intended to “deter[] 

participation in the demonstrations and put[] down this expression of political dissent and that it 

follows a common pattern […].”  The report continues, identifying that the following 

characteristics were consistent among the regime’s response to the protests: 

 

(a) the excessive and arbitrary use of police force,  

(b) the use of parapolice forces or shock groups with the acquiescence and 

tolerance of State authorities,  

(c) obstacles in accessing emergency medical care for the wounded, as a form of 

retaliation for their participation in the demonstrations,  

(d) a pattern of arbitrary arrests of young people and adolescents who were 

participating in protests,  

 
38 Nicaragua Unrest: What You Should Know, AL JAZEERA, Jul. 17, 2018, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/7/17/nicaragua-unrest-what-you-should-know. 
39 GROSS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF SOCIAL PROTESTS IN NICARAGUA, INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, Jun. 21, 2018, available at 

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Nicaragua2018-en.pdf 
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(e) the dissemination of propaganda and stigmatization campaigns, measures of 

direct and indirect censorship,  

(f) intimidation and threats against leaders of social movements, and  

(g) lack of diligence in opening investigations into the killings and bodily injuries 

taking place in this context. 

 

During the 2018 protests, at least 355 were killed and 565 were jailed; countless 

Nicaraguans went into hiding and exile.40   

 

In the aftermath of the protests, Ortega has systematically canceled opposition political 

parties, vilified civil society, and attacked free media.  As one example, in 2016, Nicaragua’s 

Supreme Court of Justice removed Eduardo Montealegre as the leader of the main opposition 

party, the Independent Liberation Party, leaving the opposition coalition “without a means of 

contesting the [November 6, 2016] national elections,” as other parties within the coalition had 

already been stripped of their legal status.41  As the National Democratic Institute has found, 

“Confidence in Nicaraguan democratic institutions has diminished substantially over the past 

decade.”42   

 

C.  Campaign of Election Repression Preceding the 2021 Election 

 

In anticipation of the November 7, 2021, presidential election, the Ortega regime engaged 

in an escalating campaign of repression against members of the political opposition since the 

autumn of 2020.  Nicaragua’s National Assembly passed a series of broad laws and amendments 

that many observers perceived as tools which allow for greater government persecution of 

dissenting voices, including the Law for the Regulation of Foreign Agents, the Special Law on 

Cyber-Crimes, and the Law for the Defense of the Rights of the People to Independence, 

Sovereignty and Self-Determination for Peace.43  This last law in particular was strongly 

condemned by the international community for giving “the government of President Daniel 

Ortega the power to unilaterally declare citizens ‘terrorists’ or coup-mongers, classify them as 

‘traitors to the homeland’ and ban them from running as candidates.”44  On December 21, 2020, 

 
40 Press Release, IACHR Updates Death Toll Records of Human Rights Crisis that Started in April 2018 in 

Nicaragua, INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, Nov. 15, 2021, available at 

https://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2021/302.asp; see also Frances 

Robles, In Nicaragua, Ortega Was on the Ropes. Now, He Has Protesters on the Run, NEW YORK TIMES, Dec. 24, 

2018, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/24/world/americas/nicaragua-protests-daniel-ortega.html. 
41 Nina Lakhani, Nicaragua Suppresses Opposition to Ensure One-Party Election, Critics Say, THE GUARDIAN, Jun. 

26, 2016, available at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/26/nicaragua-opposition-daniel-ortega-

presidential-election. 
42 “Nicaragua,” NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE, accessed Sept. 22, 2021, available at https://www.ndi.org/latin-

america-and-caribbean/nicaragua. 
43 REPORT 2020/21: THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S HUMAN RIGHTS, AMNESTY INT’L, 2021, at 265–66, available at 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/POL1032022021ENGLISH.PDF; see also SILENCE AT ANY COST: 

STATE TACTICS TO DEEPEN THE REPRESSION IN NICARAGUA, AMNESTY INT’L, Feb. 2021, available at 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR4333982021ENGLISH.PDF. 
44 Nicaragua Essentially Bans Opposition from 2021 Election, ASSOCIATED PRESS, Dec. 21, 2020, available at 

https://apnews.com/article/elections-blockades-central-america-daniel-ortega-

nicaragua14d04033e443f6da9bf3d11aec0dae47?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dail

yBrief2020Dec22&utm_ter m=DailyNewsBrief; see also Nicaragua, in 2020 COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN 
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the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States concluded that the law granted 

the Nicaraguan Government the authority to transform the “2021 elections into an imposition 

rather than an election” and demanded Nicaraguan authorities repeal it.45   

 

Nicaraguan authorities have regularly employed repressive tactics against opposition 

leaders and activists, both directly and in coordination with paramilitary groups and party 

loyalists.  These actions included illegal raids of private residences, surveillance, cyberattacks on 

opposition websites, disruption of private meetings and gatherings, coercive distribution of 

resources like food and medical supplies, torture, and arbitrary arrests and detention.46  Further, 

“[p]olice regularly station[] police vehicles outside the homes of opposition members, harassing 

visitors and occasionally prohibiting opposition members from leaving their houses.”47   

 

Beyond the controversial 2020 legislation, the Nicaraguan Government implemented 

additional electoral reforms in April and May 2021 that further jeopardized the impartiality of 

the upcoming elections and restricted space for opposition participation.48  In the following 

weeks, Nicaraguan authorities used these reforms as the basis to dissolve two opposition parties, 

to restrict the movement of opposition figures; and to raid the offices of and opened a criminal 

investigation into leading opposition presidential candidate Cristiana Chamorro.49  The same day 

as the raid – May 20, 2021 – the National Police physically prevented Chamorro and Maradiaga 

were physically prevented from leaving their homes.50  On May 28, the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights expressed that it was “deeply concerned that Nicaragua’s 

chances of holding free and genuine elections on 7 November are diminishing as a result of 

measures taken by authorities against political parties, candidates and independent journalists.”51 

 

As described in greater detail in Section III of this White Paper, the Ortega regime has 

employed arbitrary detention and political There are now more than 170 political prisoners in 

Nicaragua, more than 45 of whom were arrested or disappeared in the summer of 2021 alone.52 

 

 
RIGHTS PRACTICES, U.S. DEP’T OF STATE, Mar. 30, 2021, available at https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-

reports-on-human-rights-practices/nicaragua/. 
45 Press Release, Statement From the OAS General Secretariat on Nicaragua, OFFICE OF THE OAS GENERAL 

SECRETARIAT, Dec. 21, 2020, available at https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-

127/20. 
46 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Nicaragua, supra note 44. 
47 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Nicaragua, supra note 44. 
48 Carrie Kahn, Ortega Targets Opposition Figures as Nicaraguan Elections Approach, NPR, May 20, 2021, 

available at https://www.npr.org/2021/05/20/998795586/ortega-targets-opposition-figures-as-nicaraguan-elections-

approach; Press Briefing Notes on Nicaragua, U.N. HIGH COMM’R FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, May 28, 2021, available at 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27124&LangID=E; and Three Years 

On, Human Rights Abuses Continue in Nicaragua, CIVICUS, June 5, 2021, available at 

https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/05/06/three-years-human-rights-abuses-continue-nicaragua/. 
49 Press Briefing Notes on Nicaragua, supra note 48. 
50 Policía Agrede a Félix Maradiaga tras Llamado de “Salir a las Calles”, RADIO CORPORACION, May 20, 2021, 

available at https://radio-corporacion.com/blog/archivos/94667/policia-agrede-a-felix-maradiaga-tras-llamado-de-

salir-a-las-calles/ [in Spanish]. 
51 Press Briefing Notes on Nicaragua, supra note 48. 
52 Lista-Informe Preliminar, Personas Presas Políticas en Nicaragua, PRESAS Y PRESOS POLÍTICOS NICARAGUA, 

Sept. 23, 2021, available at https://presasypresospoliticosnicaragua.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Lista-

septiembre-personas-presas-pol%C3%ADticas.pdf [in Spanish].   
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Further, the Ortega regime has systematically decapitated the institutions that sustained 

Nicaragua’s democratic opposition and civic space.  The regime-controlled National Electoral 

Council disqualified the last remaining opposition political party, Citizens for Liberty (CxL), on 

August 6, 2021, leaving Ortega “poised to comfortably win reelection.”53  Six days later, the 

National Police raided the headquarters of La Prensa, Nicaragua’s last remaining independent 

newspaper.54  The regime has since withheld La Prensa’s newsprint, forcing the paper to cease 

its print circulation.55  And on August 16, the regime canceled the registration of six foreign 

NGOs (including the US-based National Democratic Institute and International Republican 

Institute), claiming the organizations violated Nicaragua’s transparency laws.56   

 

D.  Events Since November 7, 2021, Election 

 

With a kidnapped opposition, a shriveled civic space, and a terrorized electorate, Daniel 

Ortega declared victory in the November 7, 2021, presidential election.  The condemnation from 

the international community was swift and robust:  the consensus from democracies around the 

world was that the November 7 election did not meet any respected standard for fairness, 

transparency, or legitimacy.  Leaders from the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, 

Colombia, the European Union, and others roundly rejected the results as fraudulent.57   

 

In direct response to the fraudulent election of November 7, the United States, Canada, 

and the United Kingdom all announced new targeted sanctions on Nicaraguan individuals.  The 

United States sanctioned nine senior Ortega regime officials, as well as Nicaragua’s Public 

Ministry, which played a key role in facilitating the regime’s campaign of arrests.58  In its 

announcement of increased targeted sanctions, Canada noted that the Ortega regime “stepped up 

its attacks” in June 2021 “and arbitrarily detained more than 20 prominent opposition figures, 

 
53 Main Nicaragua Opposition Party Disqualified ahead of Elections, FRANCE24, Aug. 7, 2021, available at 

https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210807-main-nicaragua-opposition-party-disqualified-ahead-of-

elections. 
54 Nicaragua: Police Raid Offices of La Prensa Newspaper, BBC NEWS, Aug. 14, 2021, available at 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-58212024. 
55 Newspaper Goes Online Only as Nicaragua Withholds Newsprint, ASSOCIATED PRESS, August 12, 2021, 

available at https://apnews.com/article/business-caribbean-newspapers-nicaragua-

436acd129da807962751c530effdb343. 
56 Ismael Lopez, Nicaraguan Government Cancels Registration of Six Foreign NGOs, REUTERS, Aug. 16, 2021, 

available at https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/nicaraguan-government-cancels-registration-six-foreign-ngos-

2021-08-16/. 
57 Press Release, Nicaragua’s Undemocratic Election, US DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Nov. 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.state.gov/nicaraguas-undemocratic-election/; see also Press Release, Statement by Minister Joly on 

Nicaragua’s November 7 Electoral Process, GLOBAL AFFAIRS CANADA, Nov. 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/11/statement-by-minister-joly-on-nicaraguas-november-7-

electoral-process.html; see also Press Release, Nicaragua: UK Statement on Presidential Elections, FOREIGN 

COMMONWEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, Nov. 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nicaragua-uk-statement-on-presidential-elections; Duque: “Colombia Will 

Not Recognize the Result of These Fraudulent Elections”, BLAZETRENDS, Nov. 9, 2021, available at 

https://blazetrends.com/duque-colombia-will-not-recognize-the-result-of-these-fraudulent-elections/; see also Press 

Release, Nicaragua: Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of the European Union, COUNCIL OF THE 

EUROPEAN UNION, Nov. 8, 2021, available at https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-

releases/2021/11/08/nicaragua-declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-european-union/. 
58 Press Release, New Sanctions Following Sham Elections in Nicaragua, US DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Nov. 15, 

2021, available at https://www.state.gov/new-sanctions-following-sham-elections-in-nicaragua/. 
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including several potential presidential candidates, charging them on trumped up allegations of 

money-laundering and coup-mongering.”59  The sanctions imposed by the United Kingdom 

targeted eight senior regime officials, including Vice President and First Lady Rosario Murillo 

“for her involvement in the state-backed repression of demonstrations, the discrediting of 

independent journalists and the exclusion of opposition candidates from elections.”60  The United 

Kingdom has previously sanctioned Nicaragua’s Attorney General and President of the Supreme 

Court.   

 

On November 12, 2021, the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States 

adopted a resolution finding that the November 7 elections “were not free, fair or transparent and 

have no democratic legitimacy.”61  The resolution received 25 votes in favor, seven abstentions, 

and one against.   

 

In the aftermath of the condemnation by Organization of American States of the 

fraudulent election, on November 14, 2021, Nicaragua began the process of withdrawing from 

the Organization.  In a communiqué to OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro, Foreign Minister 

Denis Moncada accused the organization of “facilitating the hegemony of the United States with 

its interventionism over the countries of Latin America” which has engaged in “repeated acts of 

meddling” in Nicaragua’s sovereign affairs.62  Nicaragua’s denunciation of the OAS Charter, 

begins a process whereby it will cease its membership in the Organization after two years have 

elapsed.   

 

III.  POLITICAL PRISONERS OF DANIEL ORTEGA’S REGIME 

 

Like autocrats around the world, Daniel Ortega has increasingly used arbitrary detention 

as a tactic to silence and punish his opponents.  In recent years, as Daniel Ortega has 

consolidated his authoritarian rule in Nicaragua, the number of political prisoners of his regime 

has dramatically increased.  The year 2021 especially saw an increase in the number and profile 

of those detained by the regime. 

 

 As of January 6, 2022, there are 170 individuals known to be political prisoners of the 

Ortega regime.63  Those political prisoners can be classified in three categories:   

 
59 Canadian Sanctions Related to Nicaragua, GLOBAL AFFAIRS CANADA, Nov. 14, 2021, available at 

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-

relations_internationales/sanctions/nicaragua.aspx?lang=eng. 
60 Press Release, UK Imposes Sanctions on Senior Nicaraguan Individuals Following Rigged Elections, FOREIGN, 

COMMONWEALTH, AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, Nov. 15, 2021, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-imposes-sanctions-on-senior-nicaraguan-individuals-following-rigged-

elections. 
61 OAS General Assembly Condemns the Ortega-Murillo Regime in Nicaragua, US MISSION TO THE ORGANIZATION 

OF AMERICAN STATES, Nov. 12, 2021, available at https://usoas.usmission.gov/oas-general-assembly-condemns-

the-ortega-murillo-regime-in-nicaragua/. 
62 Nicaragua Decides to Leave OAS After Election Criticism, DW, Nov. 19, 2021, available at 

https://www.dw.com/en/nicaragua-decides-to-leave-oas-after-election-criticism/a-59884427. 
63 LISTA-INFORME PRELIMINAR PERSONAS PRESAS POLÍTICAS EN NICARAGUA, MECANISMO PARA EL 

RECONOCIMIENTO DE PERSONAS PRESAS POLÍTICAS, Dec. 30, 2021, available at 

https://presasypresospoliticosnicaragua.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Lista-informe-personas-presas-

pol%C3%ADticas-dic-2021.pdf [in Spanish]. 
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(1) those detained before the April 2018 crisis 

(2) those detained in the context of the April 2018 crisis 

(3) those detained in the context of the ongoing crisis that began in June 2021 

 

In order for the Nicaraguan people to bring about the peaceful transition to democracy that they 

have struggled for over years, the immediate and unconditional release of all 170 political 

prisoners is nonnegotiable priority. 

 

According to the ‘Never Again’ Nicaraguan Human Rights Collective, there are ten 

individuals who have detained as political prisoners since before the April 2018 crisis.  Their 

names are Marvin Vargas Herrera, Leonel Antonio Póveda Palacios, Jairo Alberto Obando 

Delgadillo, José Olivar Meza Raudez, Rosendo Antonio Huerta Gonzalez, Eddy Antonio 

Gutierrez Delgadillo, José Ricardo Cortez Dávila, Zacarías Isabel Cano Angulo, Walter José 

Balmaceda Ruiz, and Wilfredo José Balmaceda Castrillo.  With the notable exception of Marvin 

Vargas Herrera, who has been detained since May 8, 2011, these men were arrested in late July 

or early August 2014.  All ten have been convicted and are held in Nicaragua’s infamous La 

Modelo prison, which Human Rights Watch and the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights have found to be the site of egregious human rights violations.64   

 

 The regime significantly increased the number of political prisoners during and in the 

aftermath of the 2018 popular protests, described in greater detail in Section II(B) of this White 

Paper.  From the start of the protests to May 2021, the regime had arrested 112 individuals who 

can be appropriately characterized as political prisoners.65  These individuals are diverse in their 

age, gender, region of origin, and are held in various detention centers (including numerous 

locations of the National Penitential System throughout the country, and the Auxiliary Judicial 

Venue, known as El Chipote, in Managua).  The organization Mechanism for the Recognition of 

Political Prisoners (“Mecanismo para el Reconocimiento de Personas Presas Políticas,” in 

Spanish) maintains a detailed database of all political prisoners, along with their age, date of 

arrest, location of detention, and judicial status.66   

 

 
64 CRACKDOWN IN NICARAGUA:  TORTURE, ILL-TREATMENT, AND PROSECUTIONS OF PROTESTERS AND OPPONENTS, 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, Jun. 19, 2019, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/06/19/crackdown-

nicaragua/torture-ill-treatment-and-prosecutions-protesters-and. 
65 LISTA-INFORME PRELIMINAR PERSONAS PRESAS POLÍTICAS EN NICARAGUA, supra note 63. 
66 Id.  
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Number of Political Prisoners in Nicaragua arrested since April 201867 

 

  

The repression continued between April 2018 and May 2021 but increased in earnest 

with Daniel Ortega’s unprecedented crackdown on the leadership of the political opposition 

beginning in June 2021.  Anticipating his electoral defeat in the November 7, 2021, presidential 

election, Ortega ruthlessly disappeared seven of the leading presidential candidates, as well as 

dozens of individuals he perceived to be a threat to his regime’s stability.  This recent crackdown 

has effectively decapitated Nicaragua’s democratic opposition. 

 

In late May, Ortega detained two former officials from the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro 

Foundation, an organization dedicated to development and peace initiatives.  Days later, 

Cristiana Chamorro, considered a leading presidential candidate, was placed under house arrest, 

after authorities leveled money laundering charges against her and requested that she be 

disqualified from the presidential race.68  On June 8, what has since been termed “the night of the 

long knives in the tropics,” Ortega’s security forces detained four leading opposition voices:  two 

presidential candidates (Juan Sebastián Chamorro and Félix Maradiaga, whose stories are used 

as case studies in this White Paper), one business leader, and one civil society activist.69  From 

then on, daily press releases from the National Police and Public Ministry announced that more 

and more individuals had been detained and were being “investigated” for committing acts “that 

undermine [Nicaragua’s] independence, sovereignty, and self-determination,” among other 

transparently political allegations.  These investigations have been and are being used as a 

 
67 Id. 
68 Jaclyn Diaz, Police in Nicaragua Detain Opposition Figure at Her Home Following a Raid, NPR, June 3, 2021, 

available at https://www.npr.org/2021/06/03/1002744590/police-in-nicaragua-detain-opposition-figure-at-her-

home-following-raid. 
69 Ivana Kottasová, Seven Nicaraguan Opposition Leaders Detained Ahead of Election, CNN, June 9, 2021, 

available at https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/09/americas/nicaragua-opposition-leaders-detained-intl/index.html. 



 

17 

 

 

 

 

political tool intended to silence dissent and bar opposition participation in the upcoming 

November elections.  Merely “investigating” these individuals was used as a tactic to disappear 

and/or detain dozens of other opposition leaders (including all other legitimate presidential 

candidates), party leaders, student activists, journalists, businesspeople, labor leaders, and 

peasants.   

 

 

 
List of political prisoners arrested since May 28, 2021, along with the numbers of days they have 

been in detention (from January 6, 2022)70 

 

 

 The majority of the political prisoners arrested between June and August were 

disappeared – held in undisclosed locations without access to their families, lawyers, or doctors.  

On August 31, 2021, the regime permitted the political prisoners their first visit by family 

 
70 Miguel Mora Cumple 200 Días Detenido en las Celdas de la DAJ y Pide a Nicaragua No Perder la Fe, LA 

PRENSA, Jan. 6, 2022, available at https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2022/01/06/derecho-humano-ni/2932621-miguel-

mora-cumple-200-dias-detenido-en-las-celdas-de-la-daj-y-pide-a-nicaragua-no-perder-la-fe [in Spanish]. 
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members since their arrests.  It has permitted subsequent infrequent and irregular visits from 

family members, but the political prisoners otherwise remain held incommunicado for weeks at a 

time.  Under international law, this prolonged incommunicado detention is a form a torture.   

 

In late August, the regime announced the first formal charges against many of the 

political prisoners.  While the charges against them vary, it is clear that these are baseless, 

politically motived charges solely aimed to punish the accused.  For example, in one case 

described in greater detail in Section IV(D), eight individuals were accused of “conspiracy to 

undermine national integrity,” based on transparently manipulated evidence.  Following one 

initial court hearing pursuant to these charges, the trial was suspended, owing to the “over-

saturation” of the prosecutor’s office’s agenda.  This suspension is clearly a strategy to delay the 

sham judicial proceedings in their cases and keep the defendants detained indefinitely.   

 

Below are snapshots of just some of the political prisoners arrested by the Ortega regime 

in its most recent crackdown: 

 

Violeta Granera:  Granera is a political leader, sociologist, and former candidate for 

Vice President.  Arrested on June 8, 2021, she and the other female political prisoners 

have been held in solitary confinement for their entire period of detention.71   

 

Tamara Davila:  Dávila is a sociologist and political activist.  Like many of the political 

prisoners, she is a recipient of precautionary measures of the Inter-American Commission 

on Human Rights, which found her to be in a situation of extreme gravity, urgency and 

imminent danger of irreparable damage to her rights.72 

 

Lesther Alemán:  Alemán is a student leader and activist, well known for confronting 

Daniel Ortega at a dialogue roundtable in 2018.  At 24 years old, his health has seriously 

deteriorated during his time in detention.  At a hearing on August 31, he was too weak to 

walk by himself and needed support to stand.73   

 

Medardo Mairena:  Mairena was a presidential candidate and farm labor organizer.  

Arrested on July 5, 2021, he has lost 53 pounds (as of January 1, 2022) and continues to 

be subjected to daily interrogations.74 

 

 
71 Nicaragua: Denunciaron las Condiciones en las que el Régimen de Ortega Mantiene Detenidas a Cuatro Líderes 

Opositoras, INFOBAE, Sept. 22, 2021, available at https://www.infobae.com/america/america-

latina/2021/09/02/nicaragua-denunciaron-las-condiciones-en-las-que-el-regimen-de-ortega-mantiene-detenidas-a-

cuatro-lideres-opositoras/. 
72 Press Release, The IACHR Requests that the Inter-American Court Extends Provisional Measures to Daisy 

Tamara Dávila Rivas and Her Family Due to a Situation of Extreme Risk in Nicaragua, INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, Jul. 16, 2021, available at 

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/preleases/2021/181.asp. 
73 ‘No Podía Sostenerse en Pie’. Lesther Alemán en Condición ‘Grave’ en la Cárcel, DIVERGENTES, Sept. 10, 2021, 

available at https://www.divergentes.com/no-podia-sostenerse-en-pie-lesther-aleman-en-condicion-grave-en-la-

carcel/. 
74 Tweet by Medardo Mairena Sequeira (@MedardoMairena), TWITTER, Jan. 1, 2022, 8:07 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/MedardoMairena/status/1477446402628272129?s=20. 
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Francisco Aguirre-Sacasa:  Aguirre-Sacasa is a retired diplomat and former 

Ambassador of Nicaragua to the United States.  Seventy-six years old, he was arrested on 

July 28, 2021.75   

 

Ana Margarita Vijil:  Vijil is a lawyer and political leader who was arrested on June 13, 

2021.  In December 2021, she was attacked by a drunken prison guard in her cell.  

Despite pleas from her family, authorities have refused to allow a doctor to examine 

her.76   

 

Pedro Joaquin Chamorro:  Chamorro was arrested on June 26, 2021, after an interview 

where he declined to say that he would not consider running for president.77   

 

Roger Reyes:  A lawyer, Reyes was arrested on August 20, 2021.  His family is alarmed 

by his physical and mental state:  in a visit on December 31, 2021, he showed signs of 

depression, anxiety, and memory loss.  He has repeatedly asked to be seen by a 

psychiatrist, but his requests have not been answered.78   

 

Juan Lorenzo Holmann:  Holmann assumed his role as the General Manager of La 

Prensa, which was Nicaragua’s only remaining independent daily newspaper before it 

was hobbled by the regime.  He was committed to making sure that journalists could 

continue to provide accurate information to the Nicaraguan people.79   

 

 The 170 political prisoners of the Ortega regime have committed no crime other than to 

stand up to Daniel Ortega’s dictatorial rule in Nicaragua.  Their ongoing detention is he 

consequence of a desperate, unpopular, ruthless regime that will stop at nothing to ensure its 

permanence.   

 

IV. CASE STUDIES: ARRESTS AND DETENTION OF JUAN SEBASTIÁN CHAMORRO AND FÉLIX 

MARADIAGA 

 

A.  Arrest of Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

 

On June 8, 2021, while at his home in Managua, Dr. Chamorro received a summons to 

appear at the Public Ministry on the morning of June 9, 2021 for an “interview.”  Shortly 

thereafter, Dr. Chamorro received a message from the front gate of the neighborhood indicating 

that the police presence at the front of the complex was much larger than normal; while there 

have usually been one or two police patrol cars at the front gate, there were six at the same time.  

 
75 Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa, My Father Was a Vocal Critic of Nicaragua's President. Now He's a Political Prisoner, 

TIME, Sept. 21, 2021, available at https://time.com/6099978/francisco-aguirre-sacasa-nicaragua-political-prisoner/. 
76 Noel Pérez Miranda, Oficial de Alto Rango Agredió a Ana Margarita Vijil, Denuncia su Madre, ARTÍCULO 66, 

Dec. 30, 2021, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2021/12/30/oficial-golpeo-ana-margarita-vijil/. 
77 Las Declaraciones de Pedro J. Chamorro antes de ser Secuestrado por la Policía, CONFIDENCIAL, Jun. 28, 2021, 

available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yUB4TAJ-_Q. 
78 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Jan. 5, 2022, 7:08 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1478881036159307781?s=20. 
79 Tweet by Brian A. Nichols (@WHAAsstSecty), TWITTER, Dec. 13, 2021, 12:33 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/whaasstsecty/status/1470446669569437702. 
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Upon learning this, Dr. Chamorro and Mrs. Cárdenas left their house for Mrs. Cárdenas’ 

mother’s house, which is adjacent to the Chamorro residence and on the same property.  Later, a 

neighbor called to say that the police had entered the neighborhood.  Dr. Chamorro and Mrs. 

Cárdenas then returned across the property to their own home. 

 

Forty armed police officers arrived at the Chamorro residence, where they jumped the 

fence and forced open the gate.  Dr. Chamorro immediately put his hands up and was then taken 

away by two police officers.   

 

After Dr. Chamorro was taken away, the vast majority of the police present remained on 

the property.  The police also kidnapped the man who was guarding the house.  The police 

surrounded the house of Dr. Chamorro’s mother-in-law, and at least 25 armed police officers 

entered Dr. Chamorro’s house, which they raided.  Throughout all of this, Mrs. Cárdenas 

emphasized that they were not armed and that they would comply fully with the officers’ 

demands.  Over four hours, the police searched the Chamorro residence fully.  They put anything 

of possible value or interest into small bags, including notebooks, papers, electronics, including 

other cell phones and DVDs, the internet router, and the cable box.  They also took the 

electronics that belonged to Dr. Chamorro’s daughter and the cleaning lady.  When the police 

left, they returned the man who was guarding the house. 

 

The police never presented an arrest warrant for Dr. Chamorro or a search warrant for his 

property.  Once they finished the raid, Mrs. Cárdenas was made to sign the register of all the 

items identified and taken by the police, but she was not given a copy of the document.  

 

On June 8, 2021, the National Police indicated that Dr. Chamorro: 

 

“is being investigated for committing acts that undermine independence, 

sovereignty, and self-determination; incite foreign interference in internal affairs; 

solicit military interventions; organize with funding by external entities in order to 

execute acts of terrorism and destabilization; propose commercial and economic 

blockades and financial operations against the state and its institutions; demand, 

praise, and applaud the imposition of sanctions against the state of Nicaragua and 

its citizens; and damage the supreme interests of the nation in conformity with 

Article 1 of the Law 1055 ‘Law of the Defense of the Rights of the People to 

Independence, the Sovereignty, and Self-Determination for Peace.’”80 

 

B.   Arrest of Félix Maradiaga 

 

On June 5, 2021, Mr. Maradiaga received a summons from the Public Ministry notifying 

him that he was to appear before the central offices of the Public Ministry in Managua on June 8, 

2021, at 8:30 am for an “interview.”  The summons did not include any other information, such 

 
80 Nota de Prensa, 140-2021, NATIONAL POLICE OF NICARAGUA, Jun. 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.lavozdelsandinismo.com/nicaragua/2021-06-08/policia-nacional-nota-de-prensa-140-2021-informa-

sobre-detencion-de-juan-sebastian-chamorro-garcia/ [in Spanish].   
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as the reason for the citation, a mention of a criminal case against Mr. Maradiaga, or any alleged 

crimes that would merit such a summons.81   

 

In compliance with the summons, Mr. Maradiaga appeared before the Public Ministry on 

the morning of June 8, where he was escorted to the offices of the Public Ministry by a vehicle of 

the National Police with at least four agents and two additional agents on motorcycles.  Mr. 

Maradiaga remained at the Public Ministry for nearly 4 hours, where he gave a statement and 

was then subjected to exhaustive questioning.  Mr. Maradiaga was interrogated about his 

international activities, especially with the Organization of American States and United Nations 

Security Council, his travel in the last 10 years, and the sources of funding for civil society 

organizations.82  Throughout this process, Mr. Maradiaga was not charged with a specific crime, 

but was informed he would remain “under investigation.”83  Throughout this ordeal, the Public 

Ministry was surrounded by more than 50 agents of the National Police.84 

 

At 12:20 pm, Mr. Maradiaga exited the Public Ministry, where he told those present that 

the Public Ministry was opening an investigation “in two directions.”  First, they would reopen 

the case brought against him in 2018, regarding “the financing of an alleged coup, intellectual 

authorship, and the activities of [Mr. Maradiaga’s now dissolved think tank] IEEPP.”  Second, 

they would open an investigation into violations of Law No. 1055, or the Law for the Defense of 

the Rights of the People to Independence, Sovereignty and Self-Determination for Peace.85   

 

Upon his exit from the Public Ministry, Mr. Maradiaga left in his own vehicle, but was 

followed by numerous police officers in a National Police pickup truck and police officers on 

two motorcycles.  Just 20 minutes after leaving the Public Ministry – having traveled only about 

500 meters – police arrested Mr. Maradiaga at the Park of the Bible.  According to Mr. 

Maradiaga’s lawyer, Roger Reyes, the arrest must have been planned, as it took place at a police 

checkpoint and away from the media that had gathered outside the Public Ministry.86   

 

Despite not resisting arrest, the police hit Mr. Maradiaga forcefully in the face twice, 

pulled him from his vehicle, and placed him in the police vehicle, which then drove off.  The 

arresting agents of the National Police did not present any court order authorizing the arrest.87   

 

A press release by the National Police later announced that Mr. Maradiaga: 

 

is being investigated for committing acts that undermine independence, 

sovereignty, and self-determination; incite foreign interference in internal affairs; 

solicit military interventions; organize with funding by external entities in order to 

execute acts of terrorism and destabilization; propose commercial and economic 

 
81 Información Adicional Urgente: Félix Maradiaga, supra note 31. 
82 Id. 
83 Información Adicional Urgente: Félix Maradiaga, supra note 31. 
84 Id. 
85 Javier González, Dictadura Se Lleva a la Cárcel al Precandidato Presidencial Félix Maradiaga Después que 

Salió de la Fiscalía, ARTÍCULO 66, Jun. 8, 2021, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2021/06/08/precandidato-

presidencial-felix-maradiaga-preso-sanciones-soberania-regimen-orteguista/ [in Spanish]. 
86 Id. 
87 Id. 
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blockades and financial operations against the state and its institutions; demand, 

praise, and applaud the imposition of sanctions against the state of Nicaragua and 

its citizens; and damage the supreme interests of the nation in conformity with 

Article 1 of the Law 1055 ‘Law of the Defense of the Rights of the People to 

Independence, the Sovereignty, and Self-Determination for Peace.’88 

 

C.  84-Day Enforced Disappearance 

 

For the first 84 days of their detention, Chamorro and Maradiaga were subjected to 

enforced disappearances.  They were held in undisclosed locations without any access to their 

families, lawyers, or doctors.  On June 10, the Public Ministry announced that it had requested 

special hearings in the cases of Chamorro and Maradiaga to extend the period of investigation 

(normally restricted to 48 hours) and judicial detention to 90 days on account of “strong 

indications that [they have] attacked Nicaraguan society and the rights of the people in 

accordance with Law No. 1055.”89  In both hearings, the requests were granted to extend judicial 

detention to 90 days.  Judge Henry Morales of the Sixth Criminal District of Managua, known 

for facilitating the illegal detentions of many political prisoners, presided over Mr. Maradiaga’s 

hearing.  It is unknown who presided over Dr. Chamorro’s hearing.  It was later ascertained that 

both men were present for the June hearings, which took place in the early hours of the morning 

(around 2:00 or 3:00 am) and were secretly held inside the prison.  Chamorro and Maradiaga’s 

lawyers were not informed of this secret hearing and were therefore not present.   

 

During the period of 84 days, the families of Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga received 

no other communications about the whereabouts, wellbeing, or status of the two men.  Since 

neither man had been seen since his disappearance on June 8, 2021, it was unknown even if the 

two men were still alive. 

 

D.  Charges of “Conspiracy to Undermine National Integrity” 

 

On August 26, 2021, the Public Ministry of Nicaragua, through Assistant Prosecutor of 

Ministry Heydi Estela Ramírez Olivas, announced that charges were filed on August 25 against 

Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga “for being alleged perpetrators of the crime of conspiracy to 

undermine national integrity, in accordance with Articles 410 and 412 of the Penal Code, to the 

detriment of Nicaraguan society and the State of Nicaragua,”90 and that a “preliminary hearing 

was held [on August 26, 2021], [and] the judicial authority admitted the accusation for the 

accused.”91  Further, Chamorro and Maradiaga would continue to be detained “as a 

precautionary measure.”  The indictment alleges that the defendants were part of an international 

conspiracy to funnel foreign resources – including funds from the U.S. Agency for International 

Development, the International Republican Institute, and the National Endowment for 

Democracy – “to provide logistical support and create favorable conditions to harm the supreme 

 
88 Nota De Prensa No. 139 - 2021, POLICÍA NACIONAL RELACIONES PÚBLICAS, June 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.lavozdelsandinismo.com/nicaragua/2021-06-08/policia-nacional-nota-de-prensa-139-2021-informa-

sobre-detencion-de-felix-maradiaga/ [in Spanish], 
89 Id. 
90 Comunicado 066-2021, MINISTERIO PÚBLICO, REPÚBLICA DE NICARAGUA, Aug. 26, 2021, available at 

https://ministeriopublico.gob.ni/comunicado-66-2021/ [in Spanish]. 
91 Id. 
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interests of the nation.” Additional charges leveled against the defendants include calling for 

international sanctions, inciting foreign interference in internal affairs, and discrediting the duly 

elected government.”92  A conviction for “undermining national integrity” could lead to 10-15 

years in prison.93  A conviction for “provocation, proposition and conspiracy” would result in an 

additional 5-10 years in prison.94  Both Mr. Maradiaga and Dr. Chamorro strongly deny all the 

charges, which are transparently without merit and intended to punish them for the peaceful 

activism in defense of human rights and democracy in Nicaragua.   

 

E.  August 31, 2021, Reappearance 

 

On August 31, 2021, Chamorro and Maradiaga were reappeared for the first time 

since their enforced disappearances on June 8, 2021.  Each was permitted a short visit 

with a family member. Their family members learned that both men have been tortured.   

 

In the case of Chamorro, while he said he had not been beaten or physically 

abused, he has suffered psychological torture. For example, the bright lights in his cell 

remain on 24 hours a day. And he has been subjected to intense daily interrogations that 

have typically lasted at least an hour.  While Maradiaga also said he had not been beaten 

or tortured physically after his initial arrest, he had been tortured psychologically and has 

been subjected to frequent and harsh interrogations. During the first two months of his 

disappearance, he was held in solitary confinement. He asked his family to convey his 

message to the world: “I am strong, I have faith, and I am praying to God for Nicaragua.”   

 

Both men had lost between 20-25 pounds in the first three months of their 

detention.  

 

F.  September 3, 2021, Hearing 

 

On September 3, 2021, Chamorro, Maradiaga, and other political prisoners appeared in a 

hearing closed to the public pursuant to the charges of “conspiracy” and “undermining national 

integrity.”  During the hearing, which took place inside El Chipote prison and not in a court of 

law, Judge Nalia Nadezhda Ubeda Obando of the Fifth Criminal Hearings Court of Managua 

granted the prosecutor’s request to initiate criminal proceedings.  Chamorro and Maradiaga had 

no time alone with their lawyers, who were not given access to their case files.  Further, 

Chamorro and Maradiaga were remanded to pretrial detention after the hearing.  Because their 

trial date has not been set, Chamorro and Maradiaga’s detention has been extended indefinitely.95   

 

On October 23, 2021, the regime indicated the trial date for the men would remain 

unscheduled owing to the “saturation of the agenda” of the judicial office and “force majeure,” 

 
92 Acusación Fiscal, Juzgado Quinto de Distrito Penal de Audiencias Circunscripción Managua, MINISTERIO 

PÚBLICO, FISCALÍA DEPARTAMENTAL DE MANAGUA, Aug. 24, 2021. 
93 Ley No. 641: Código Penal, PODER JUDICIAL, REPÚBLICA DE NICARAGUA, accessed Oct. 5, 2021, at Art. 410, 

available at https://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/noticia_reciente/CP_641.pdf 
94 Ley No. 641: Código Penal, PODER JUDICIAL, REPÚBLICA DE NICARAGUA, accessed Oct. 5, 2021, at Art. 412, 

available at https://www.poderjudicial.gob.ni/pjupload/noticia_reciente/CP_641.pdf 
95 NICARAGUA: TRUMPED-UP CHARGES AGAINST CRITICS, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, Sept. 20, 2021, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/20/nicaragua-trumped-charges-against-critics. 



 

24 

 

 

 

 

though no details were provided to explain the delay.96  As of December 20, 2021, neither 

Nicaragua’s Public Ministry nor the Fifth Criminal Hearings Court of Managua has given any 

indication as to when the judicial process would resume.   

 

 Both men struggle to retain domestic counsel due to persecution of lawyers who defend 

political prisoners.  Chamorro’s domestic counsel fled the country in June, citing threats made 

against him and his family.  Maradiaga’s domestic counsel fled Nicaragua in October 2021, also 

citing persecution by the regime. 

 

G.  Subsequent Visits and Prison Conditions 

 

Between their arrests on June 8, 2021, and this writing, Chamorro and Maradiaga have 

been seen a total of four times:  their initial reappearance on August 31, 2021, on October 11, 

2021, on November 15, 2021, and on December 31, 2021.  Other than those four visits, both men 

have been held completely incommunicado without access to their families, lawyers, or doctors.   

 

During these infrequent visits, family members have learned more about the conditions 

under which both men are being held.  It is clear that the prison conditions are dismal:  in the 

case of Chamorro, the bright fluorescent lights in his cell are kept on 24 hours per day, while 

Maradiaga’s cell remains in total darkness.  Inmates are permitted only 15 minutes of fresh air 

every ten days.  They are subjected to constant, harsh interrogations (without their attorneys 

present).  And they are forced to remain silent at all times.   

 

The quality of food and water has fluctuated throughout their detention.   

 

V. FAMILY REPRISALS: FURTHER PERSECUTION OF VICTORIA CÁRDENAS AND BERTA 

VALLE 

 

In a brazen demonstration of its intent to persecute anyone who stands up for human 

rights and democracy in Nicaragua, the Ortega regime has targeted the wives of Juan Sebastián 

Chamorro and Félix Maradiaga simply for advocating for the release of their husbands.   

 

Since their husbands were forcibly disappeared on June 8, 2021, Victoria Cárdenas (wife 

of Juan Sebastián Chamorro) and Berta Valle (wife of Félix Maradiaga) have been engaged in an 

international advocacy campaign to raise awareness about the situation of political prisoners in 

Nicaragua and to demand the liberation of their husbands.  Throughout this campaign, Mrs. 

Cárdenas and Mrs. Valle have met with officials of the United States government, the European 

Union, the United Nations, the Organization of American States, democratic governments 

around the world, and civil society organizations.  They have participated in public-facing 

events, such as protests, press conferences, roundtable discussions, and summits.  And they have 

participated in dozens of interviews with outlets from around the world.   

 

 
96 Comunicación Asunto No. 011964-ORM4-2021-PN, JUZGADO QUINTO DISTRITO DE LO PENAL DE JUICIO 

CIRCUNSCRIPCIÓN MANAGUA, Oct. 22, 2021, [on file with author]; see also Tweet by CENIDH (@cenidh), 

TWITTER, Oct. 23, 2021, 4:00 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/cenidh/status/1452002110426464272?t=P7fqwpeoK00T_8mQl3YTQw&s=19. 
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On July 27, 2021, in direct retaliation for their efforts during a weeklong advocacy trip to 

Washington, D.C., officials of the Ortega regime found Mrs. Cárdenas and Mrs. Valle summarily 

guilty, in absentia and without charge or trial, of being “traitors to the homeland” under Law No. 

1055 on the “Defense of the Rights of the People to Independence, Sovereignty, and Self-

Determination for Peace” based on so-called “investigations” conducted by the Nicaragua Public 

Ministry and Nicaragua National Police.   

 

Press Release 044-2021 from Nicaragua’s Public Ministry announced the following:    

 

Last week, Berta Adelma Valle Otero and Victoria Eugenia Cardenas Lacayo held 

various meetings with senators, members of congress, and other officials of the 

United States Government; meetings in which they solicited the use of “pressure 

mechanisms against Nicaragua.” For this reason, the National Police brought 

about an investigation and the Public Ministry, having conducted the necessary 

analysis, will present an accusation, considering that said actions are violative of 

the internal legal system. There are clear indicators that they have attacked the 

Nicaraguan society and the rights of the people, in conformity with Law 1055 and 

the Penal Code. They have brought about actions that undermine the 

independence, the sovereignty and self-determination of Nicaragua and they have 

publicly solicited in various international fora the foreign interference in internal 

issues, requesting economic, commercial, and financial blockades against the 

State of Nicaragua, its institutions, and citizens.97  

 

Press Release No. 139-2021 from the Nicaraguan National Police continued: 

 

Today, Tuesday, June 27, 2021, the National Police initiated an investigation into 

BERTA ADELMA VALLE OTERO and VICTORIA EUGENIA CARDENAS 

LACAYO for committing acts that undermine the independence, sovereignty, and 

self-determination; incite foreign interference in internal affairs; solicit military 

interventions; organize with funding by external entities in order to execute acts 

of terrorism and destabilization; propose commercial and economic blockades and 

financial operations against the state and its institutions; demand, praise, and 

applaud the imposition of sanctions against the state of Nicaragua and its citizens; 

and damage the supreme interests of the nation in conformity with Article 1 of the 

Law 1055 “Law of the Defense of the Rights of the People to Independence, the 

Sovereignty, and Self- Determination for Peace.”98  

 

These charges are transparently connected to their activism and directly cites their 

advocacy before officials of the United States government.  Of course, claims that Mrs. Cárdenas 

and Mrs. Valle are appealing exclusively to officials in the United States is completely incorrect, 

as they have met and remain in contact with officials from the European Union, United Nations, 

 
97 Comunicado No. 44-2021, MINISTERIO PÚBLICO DE NICARAGUA, Jul 27, 2021, available at 

https://ministeriopublico.gob.ni/comunicado-44-2021/. 
98 NOTA DE PRENSA No. 208-2021, POLICÍA NACIONAL, Jul. 27, 2021, available at 

https://www.policia.gob.ni/?p=72107. 
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Organization of American States, and democratic governments in the region and around the 

world.   

 

Importantly, Mrs. Cárdenas and Mrs. Valle were summarily found guilty as traitors to the 

homeland without the regime even bothering with the pretense of presenting their case before a 

judge or court of law.  This is also of enormous concern because it has raised the possibility that 

Ortega could charge them with a crime such as treason which, if convicted, could result in 

sentences of life imprisonment.   

 

Given their advocacy work on behalf of their detained husbands, Mrs. Cárdenas and Mrs. 

Valle are now unable to safely return to Nicaragua, or they would face the same fate as their 

husbands.  The decision of the Ortega regime to condemn Mrs. Cárdenas and Mrs. Valle – wives 

and mothers simply seeking the release of their political prisoner husbands – demonstrates the 

depths to which it will stoop to eliminate dissent, avoid accountability, and remain in power.   

 

VI. LEGAL ANALYSIS 

 

For the reasons set forth below, the detention of Juan Sebastián Chamorro and Félix 

Maradiaga constitutes an arbitrary deprivation of liberty and is a violation of international law.  

Nicaragua acceded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“ICCPR”) on 

March 12, 1980.  The detention of Chamorro and Maradiaga is also violative of Nicaragua’s 

obligations under mechanisms of customary international human rights law, including the Body 

of Principles for the Protection of All Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment 

(“Body of Principles”), the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (“the 

Nelson Mandela Rules”), and the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on Remedies and 

Procedures on the Right of Anyone Deprived of Their Liberty to Bring Proceedings Before a 

Court (“Basic Principles”).99 

 

Nicaragua’s Constitution explicitly provides that “[a]ll persons in the national territory 

shall enjoy State protection and recognition of the rights inherent to the human person, as well as 

unrestricted respect, promotion and protection of those human rights, and the full applicability of 

the rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights . . . [and] in the International 

Pact of Civil and Political Rights of the United Nations.”100   

 

 Article 9 of the ICCPR states that “[n]o one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or 

detention,” and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (“UDHR”) states that “[n]o one shall 

be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention, or exile.”101  Article 33 of Nicaragua’s Constitution 

also prohibits arbitrary detention.102  Because Chamorro and Maradiaga both qualify as human 

 
99 REVISED METHODS OF WORK OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL, 36th Sess., U.N. Doc. A/HRC/36/38, July 13, 2017, at ¶ 7(b), (e)–(f), (i) [hereinafter REVISED METHODS 

OF WORK]. 
100 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, 1987, at Art. 46. 
101 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, G.A. Res 2200A (XXI), U.N. GAOR, 21st Sess., Supp. No. 

16, U.N. Doc. A/6316, at 52 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171, entered into force Mar. 23, 1976, at Art. 9(1) [hereinafter 

ICCPR] and Universal Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. Res. 217A (III), U.N. Doc. A/810, adopted 1948, at Art. 

9 [hereinafter UDHR]. 
102 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, Art. 33, supra note 100. 
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rights defenders, their case, and the numerous violations contained within it, ought to be 

evaluated using a heightened level of scrutiny.103   

 

A.  No Legal Basis for Detention 

 

Both Chamorro and Maradiaga have been arbitrarily detained because there is no legal 

basis for their detention.  According to the Revised Methods of Work of the Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention, detention is arbitrary when “it is clearly impossible to invoke any legal 

basis justifying the deprivation of liberty.”104   

 

1.   Both men were arrested without a warrant and were not informed of 

the reasons for their arrest at the time of arrest. 

 

Article 9(2) of the ICCPR provides that “[a]nyone who is arrested shall be informed, at 

the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest.”105  The Body of Principles echoes this language 

in Principle 10.106  Possession of the warrant is required at the time of arrest,107 and under 

Nicaragua’s Constitution, an arrest may only be made on the basis of a warrant unless an in 

flagrante delicto exception applies (which in this case it does not).108    

 

There is no legal basis for the detention of Chamorro and Maradiaga because they were 

neither informed of the reasons for their arrest at the time of arrest, nor presented with an arrest 

warrant, as is required under Nicaragua’s Constitution.  Additionally, neither man was in the 

process of committing a crime when he was arrested.  Chamorro received a summons on June 8, 

2021, for an “interview” at the Public Ministry on June 9.  Later in the day on June 8, 40 

members of the National Police forced their way onto the Chamorro property, arrested him in his 

front yard, and raided his home.  Without explanation, two police officers led Chamorro away, 

and 25 armed officers entered the house without a search warrant – ransacking his belongings 

and taking electronics, notebooks, papers, the Internet router, and cable box.  Similarly, on June 

5, 2021, Maradiaga received a summons for an “interview” on June 8 at the Public Ministry.  

After he left the Ministry, the National Police stopped his car and arrested him without a warrant, 

court order, or other authorization.109  They hit Maradiaga twice, forced him into their vehicle, 

and drove away without explanation.  Charges were not filed against either man until August 25, 

2021. 

 

 
103 According to the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, a human rights defender is a person 

who acts to promote human rights in a peaceful manner.  Both Maradiaga and Chamorro act peacefully to promote 

free and fair elections and justice for victims of human rights abuses.  See About Human Rights Defenders, U.N. 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, updated 2021, available at 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/srhrdefenders/pages/defender.aspx. 
104 REVISED METHODS OF WORK, supra note 99, at ¶ 8(a). 
105 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 9(2) and Mohamed Serria v. Egypt, Opinion No. 30/2017, U.N. Doc. 

A/HRC/WGAD/2017/30, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Apr. 26, 2017, at ¶ 58. 
106 Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment, G.A. Res. 

43/172, U.N. Doc. A/RES/43/173, adopted Dec. 9, 1988, at Principles 2, 10 [hereinafter Body of Principles]. 
107 Id. 
108 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, supra note 100, at Art. 33(1). 
109 Id. 
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2.   Both men were arrested pursuant to a law which does not authorize 

arrest or detention. 

 

Article 9(1) of the ICCPR and the Body of Principles explain that authorities who carry 

out an arrest may not exceed their legal authority.110 According to two press releases from the 

National Police, both men were arrested on June 8, 2021, and were later to announced to be 

under investigation for violating Article 1 of Law 1055.111  Law 1055 does not authorize arrest 

for violations.112  Rather, offenders are punished with disqualification from running for public 

office.113  Law 1060, critically discussed below, served as the basis for remanding both men to 

90 days of judicial detention and was not invoked against Maradiaga until June 9 and against 

Chamorro until June 10.  Being under investigation for violating Law 1055 was the only basis 

for their arrests and detention on June 8.  

 

3.   Both men were remanded for 90 days of pretrial detention pursuant 

to Law 1060, a statute which violates international human rights law.  

 

The ICCPR contains a presumption against pretrial detention.  Article 9(3) stipulates that 

pretrial detention on a criminal charge “shall be the exception rather than the rule” and “must be 

based on an individualized determination that it is reasonable and necessary taking into account 

all the circumstances, for such purposes as to prevent flight, interference with evidence or the 

recurrence of crime.”114  Although Article 9(3) applies after a criminal defendant has been 

charged, the Human Rights Committee has explained that “a similar requirement prior to 

charging results from the prohibition of arbitrary detention in [ICCPR Article 9(1)].”115   

 

Despite being detained for 142 days, no court has made an individualized determination 

that pretrial detention is reasonable and necessary in the cases of Chamorro and Maradiaga.  In 

fact, both men are being detained pursuant to Law 1060, which does not even require such an 

individualized determination.  Law 1060 amended the Nicaragua Code of Criminal Procedure to 

allow the judicial authority, at the request of the prosecutor, to detain suspects for up to 90 days 

to allow for more time to gather evidence for potential criminal charges.116  Law 1060 merely 

 
110 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 9(1) and Body of Principles, supra note 106, at Principle 9. 
111 Nota de Prensa 140-2021, NATIONAL POLICE OF NICARAGUA, June 8, 2021, available at 

https://www.lavozdelsandinismo.com/nicaragua/2021-06-08/policia-nacional-nota-de-prensa-140-2021-informa-

sobre-detencion-dejuan-sebastian-chamorro-garcia/ [in Spanish] 
112 Javier González, Dictadura Se Lleva a la Cárcel al Precandidato Presidencial Félix Maradiaga Después que Salió 

de la Fiscalía, ARTÍCULO 66, June 8, 2021, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2021/06/08/precandidato-

presidencial-felix-maradiaga-presosanciones-soberania-regimen-orteguista/ [in Spanish] 
113 Nicaragua Essentially Bans Opposition from 2021 Election, supra note 44; see also Nicaragua, in 2020 

COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, supra note 44. 
114 General Comment No. 35 on Article 9: Liberty and Security of Person, U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMM., U.N. Doc. 

CCPR/C/GC/35, Dec. 16, 2014, at ¶ 38 [hereinafter General Comment No. 35]. 
115 Id. 
116 Comunicado 011-2021, Ministerio Público, República de Nicaragua, Jun. 10, 2021, available at 

https://ministeriopublico.gob.ni/comunicado-11-2021/ [in Spanish]; see also Norma Gutierrez, Nicaragua: 

Amendment to Code of Criminal Procedure Extends Pretrial Preventive Detention Period, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 

Mar. 11, 2021, available at https://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/nicaragua-amendment-to-code-of-

criminal-procedure-extendspretrial-preventive-detention-period/ and Ley de Reforma y Adición a la Ley No. 406, 

Código Procesal Penal de la República de Nicaragua, No. 1060, Feb. 5, 2021, at Art. 2 [hereinafter Law 1060], 

available at 
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requires the court, in ordering pretrial detention, to consider factors unrelated to the necessity or 

reasonableness of detention, such as the seriousness of the facts; the complexity of the 

investigation; the number of those affected, accused, or the alleged actions; whether the alleged 

crimes relate to organized crime; whether the investigation concerns crimes of social relevance 

and national significance; and any other information or evidence that helps to substantiate the 

origin of the request.117  Thus, Law 1060 itself is contrary to international human rights law.  

Law 1060’s vague provisions allow for an excessively broad interpretation and provide the court 

with discretion to apply them on a political basis.118  For instance, Law 1060 was invoked during 

a preliminary hearing on June 7 as a basis to detain another opposition candidate, Arturo Cruz 

Sequeira.119  Upon the requests of the prosecutor during closed hearings on June 9 and 10, 2021, 

Maradiaga and Chamorro, respectively, were remanded to 90 days of pretrial detention.   

 

4.  Neither man was promptly informed of the charges against him and 

was held for 78 days without charge.  

 

Article 9(2) of the ICCPR “has two elements: information about the reasons for arrest 

must be provided immediately upon arrest, and there must be prompt information about the 

charges provided thereafter.”120  “Prompt information about the charges” does not mean 

immediately subsequent to the arrest,121 but a period of 36 hours between an arrest and being 

informed of the charges has been found to constitute arbitrary detention detention.122  Similarly, 

it has been found that being held incommunicado for a period of three months without charge is 

detention without a legal basis.123  

 

Neither Chamorro nor Maradiaga was promptly informed of the charges against him.  

Both men were arrested without a warrant on June 8, 2021, and charges were not filed against 

them until August 25, 2021.124  By August 25, Chamorro and Maradiaga had been held without 

charge, incommunicado, for a period of 78 days, or almost three months, which is clearly not 

prompt.  

 
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/164aa15ba012e567062568a2005b564b/49c912ed7dde58ce062586 

760053c890?OpenDocument&Highlight=2,Penal (adding Article 253 bis to the Code of Criminal Procedure) [in 

Spanish]. 
117 Law 1060, supra note 116, at Art. 2 
118 In addition to finding to Category I violations when individuals are detained pursuant to vague statutes, the 

WGAD has also found violations where individuals are detained under a general pretext of national security.  See 

Nestora Salgado García v. Mexico, Opinion No. 56/2015, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2015/56, U.N. WORKING 

GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Dec. 4, 2015, ¶ 4. 
119 Nicaragua Judge Orders Opposition Figure Jailed for 90 Days, WASHINGTON POST, June 7, 2021, available at 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nicaragua-judge-orders-opposition-figure-jailed-for-90- 

days/2021/06/07/3dd15ce4-c7cd-11eb-8708-64991f2acf28_story.html and IACHR and UN Human Rights 

Categorically Condemn the Criminal Prosecution of Presidential Pre-Candidates and Urge the State of Nicaragua 

to Immediately Release Them, OHCHR REGIONAL OFFICE FOR CENTRAL AMERICA, June 9, 2021, available at 

http://www.oacnudh.org/iachr-and-un-human-rights-categorically-condemn-the-criminal-prosecution-ofpresidential-

pre-candidates-and-urge-the-state-of-nicaragua-to-immediately-release-them/. 
120 Mohamed Serria v. Egypt, supra note 105, at ¶¶ 58-62. 
121 Id., at ¶ 59. 
122 Id. 
123 Bertrand Mamour v. Central African Republic, Opinion No. 15/2007, U.N. Doc A/HRC/10/21/Add.1, U.N. 

WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Sept. 13, 2007, at ¶ 10. 
124 Acusación Fiscal, supra note 92. 
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5.   Neither man had an opportunity to challenge the legality of his 

detention. 

 

Under Article 9(4) of the ICCPR, “[a]nyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or 

detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide 

without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not 

lawful.”125  The Basic Principles reiterate, “the right to challenge the lawfulness of detention 

before a court is a self-standing human right, the absence of which constitutes a human rights 

violation.”126  To ensure the effective exercise of this right, it has been found that detained 

persons must have access to legal assistance of their choosing from the moment of their arrest.127 

 

Chamorro and Maradiaga have been denied access to lawyers of their choice since their 

arrest.  During the first 84 days of their detention, both men were subjected to enforced 

disappearance and were completely denied access to a lawyer, as well as to family.  At a second 

preliminary hearing, neither man’s lawyer was ever notified and therefore, could not have 

attended.  Following a hearing on September 3, Chamorro and Maradiaga have been detained for 

weeks at a time, without access to a lawyer.  Their trial date has not been set, and they remain 

unable to challenge their prolonged pretrial detention.   

 

Despite being formally accredited as defense counsel, Chamorro and Maradiaga’s 

lawyers have been impeded from challenging the legality of their clients’ detention.  They have 

faced government obstructions, such as refusal to inform them of when hearings take place, 

denial of access to their clients’ case files, and outright persecution, which resulted in two former 

lawyers fleeing the country.  Therefore, Chamorro and Maradiaga were effectively prevented 

from challenging the legality of their detention. 

 

B.  Their Detention Is Based on the Exercise of Fundamental Rights and 

Freedoms 

 

 The detention of Chamorro and Maradiaga is arbitrary because it is a direct result of their 

exercise of their rights to freedom of expression, freedom of association, and freedom to 

participate in public affairs, which are protected under both Nicaragua’s Constitution128 and 

international law.129  In assessing whether the exercise of a fundamental human right was the 

 
125 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 9(4). 
126 Basic Principles and Guidelines on Remedies and Procedures on the Right of Anyone Deprived of His or Her 

Liberty by Arrest or Detention to Bring Proceedings Before Court, 72nd Sess., U.N. WORKING GROUP ON 

ARBITRARY DETENTION, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/30/37, adopted Apr. 29, 2015, at ¶ 2 [hereinafter Basic Principles].  
127 Iskander Yerimbetov v. Kazakhstan, Opinion No. 67/2018, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/2018/67, U.N. WORKING GROUP 

ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Nov. 20, 2018, at ¶¶ 71–73 (finding a Category I violation where an 

individual’s ability to challenge the legality of his detention was “adversely impacted” by a denial of access to 

counsel of choice). 
128 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, supra note 102, at Arts. 53–55. 
129 UDHR, supra note 101, at Arts. 19, 20(1), 21 and ICCPR, supra note 101, at Arts. 19(2), 21, 22(1), 25.  

Although some of these rights may be curtailed during an emergency, Nicaragua is not currently in a state of 

emergency. 
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cause for arrest or detention, it is valuable to examine an individual’s extensive work as a human 

rights defender,130 among other factors.   

 

1.   Both men were deprived of their liberty as retaliation for exercising 

their rights to freedom of expression and association. 

 

Under Article 19(2) of the ICCPR, “everyone shall have the right to freedom of 

expression” and under Article 22, “everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with 

others.”131  The Ortega regime has been found to utilize pretrial detention, harassment, or other 

forms of coercion against opponents on the basis of their political opinions.132  In fact, the Ortega 

regime has been found to use arbitrary arrest and detention to repress government opposition in 

violation of the rights to freedom of expression and association.133   

 

Chamorro has been targeted by the regime since 2018 for his criticism of Ortega and 

leadership in the ACJD, a prominent opposition organization.134  On December 22, 2018, the 

National Police summoned him for interrogation about his television interviews in which he 

criticized Ortega.135  The National Police began to regularly harass and intimidate him by pulling 

him over when he was driving and by surrounding his office building, forcing Chamorro to work 

remotely and to sleep at different houses.136  Chamorro has been under de facto house arrest 

since May 20, 2021, when guards outside his home and neighborhood would not allow him to 

leave his residential complex.137  These guards follow and surveil him.138  His family members 

have been targeted with fabricated arrest warrants and criminal charges.139  Apprehending 

 
130 Nasrin Sotoudeh v. Iran, Opinion No. 21/2011, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2011/21, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON 

ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted May 6, 2011, at ¶¶ 5, 31–32.   
131 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Arts. 19, 22(1).   
132 Carlos Ramón Brenes Sánchez v. Nicaragua, Opinion No. 16/2019, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2019/16, U.N. 

WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Apr. 29, 2019, at ¶¶ 27–28 
133 Kevin Roberto Solís v. Nicaragua, Opinion No. 39/2020, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2020/39, U.N. WORKING 

GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Aug. 24, 2020, at ¶¶ 34, 41 
134 Persecution of members of the ACJD has been the subject of a different WGAD petition, Kevin Roberto Solís v. 

Nicaragua, where the WGAD found that the source, a member of ACJD, was arbitrarily detained under Category II 

(at ¶¶ 43–44). 
135 Líder de la Oposición en Nicaragua Es Citado por la Polícia tras Criticar a Ortega, EFECTO COCUYO, Dec. 22, 

2018, available at https://efectococuyo.com/internacionales/lider-de-la-oposicion-en-nicaragua-es-citado-por-la-

policia-tras-criticar-a-ortega/. 
136 Carrie Kahn, Stay or Go? Ortega’s Crackdown Pushes Nicaraguans to Make Hard Choices, NPR, Feb.9, 2019, 

available at https://www.npr.org/2019/02/09/692286247/stay-or-go-ortegas-crackdown-pushes-nicaraguans-to-

make-hard-choices 
137 Although Chamorro’s de facto house arrest is not the subject of this petition, it would factor into finding a 

Category I violation, since he was confined to a closed space and not allowed to leave without a legal basis.  
138 Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro (@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Jan. 10, 2021, 3:41 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1348369312768290816; Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Feb. 13, 2021, 10:20 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Jschamorrog/status/1360609886518857728; and Tweet by Juan Sebastián Chamorro 

(@Jschamorrog), TWITTER, Mar. 27, 2021, 5:51 pm, av 
139 Marlon Soto et al., Nicaraguan Presidential Challenger Cristiana Chamorro Placed Under House Arrest, CNN, 

June 3, 2021, available at https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/03/americas/nicaragua-cristiana-chamorro-house-arrest-

intl-latam/index.html. 
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Chamorro on June 8, 2021 was clearly retaliation for his public criticism of Ortega and for his 

membership in the ACJD. 

 

Maradiaga has also been targeted by the Ortega regime for his criticism and for his 

leadership in the Blue and White National Unity party.  He has been subjected to death threats, 

surveillance, and periods of arbitrary house arrest since early 2018, when he was falsely accused 

of financing anti-government protests.140  After the National Police brutally assaulted him, he 

fled Nicaragua on July 14, 2018.  When he returned in September 2019, he was subjected to 

reprisals, including having his passport confiscated, between 16 and 22 guards being placed 

outside his home, and a three-month de facto house arrest.141  Like in 2018, he again faces 

fabricated charges of using foreign funding to commit vague crimes against Nicaragua through 

his former think tank, IEEPP.142  Apprehending Maradiaga on June 8, 2021 was clearly 

retaliation for both his outspoken criticism of the Ortega regime and for his leadership of 

opposition organizations.   

 

2.  Both men were deprived of their liberty in retaliation for exercising 

their freedom to participate in government affairs. 

 

Under Article 25 of the ICCPR, “[e]very citizen shall have the right and opportunity to 

. . . take part in the conduct of public affairs,” as well as the rights to be elected and to have equal 

access to public service, without unreasonable restrictions.143  This right protects a person’s 

ability, individually or by association with political groups, to engage in political activity through 

criticism of the government or participating in meetings or debates concerning political affairs.144  

Violations of Article 25 have been found to occur when longtime government critics are arrested 

in a manner inconsistent with international law.145   

 

  As discussed in section II(A)(1)–(3) above, both Chamorro and Maradiaga were arrested 

because they were opposition political candidates.  They were arrested during an election year 

and at the same time as another five opposition candidates.146  Further, both men are under 

investigation for violating Law 1055, the penalty for which is prohibition from running for 

public office.147  Based upon these facts, their past activities, the political context of their arrest, 

 
140 Nicaraguan Opposition Activist Félix Maradiaga Faces Arrest, BBC, Sept. 25, 2018, available at 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-45637087. 
141 Información Adicional Urgente: Félix Maradiaga, supra note 31. 
142 Acusación Fiscal, supra note 92. 
143 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 25. 
144 Aduayom, et al. v. Togo, Communication No. 422-24/1990, U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, U.N. Doc. 

CCPR/C/57/D/422-424/1990, Aug. 19, 1996. 
145 Pham Hong Son v. Viet Nam, Opinion No. 13/2007, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/7/4/Add.1, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON 

ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted May 11, 2007, at ¶¶ 30–31. 
146 Letter to Nicaraguan Government from Special Procedures of the UN Human Rights Council, Jul. 19, 2021 

[attached as annex]; Nicaragua Arrests 7th Presidential Contender Ahead of November Vote, ASSOCIATED PRESS, 

July 24, 2021, available at https://www.voanews.com/a/americas_nicaragua-arrests-7th-presidential-contender-

ahead-november-vote/6208678.html. 
147 Law of the Defense of the Rights of the People to Independence, the Sovereignty, and Self-Determination for 

Peace (Law 1055), at Art. 1, available at 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/C4084E2665A5610F06258642007E9C3F/$File/Ley%20N

%C2%B0%201055,%20Ley%20Defensa%20de%20los%20Derechos%20del%20Pueblo.pdf?Open [in Spanish].  
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and the penalty for violations of Law 1055, Chamorro and Maradiaga’s exercise of their right to 

participation in government affairs is connected to their detention.    

 

C. Their Detention Exhibits Numerous Due Process Violations 

 

 In this case, both Chamorro and Maradiaga have been subjected to numerous violations 

of Articles 7, 9, and 14 of the ICCPR, as well as violations of the Body of Principles. 

 

1.   Both men were subjected to enforced disappearance.    

 

Under Article 9(1) of the ICCPR, “[e]veryone has the right to liberty and security of the 

person.”148  The Human Rights Committee has explained, “[e]nforced disappearances violate 

numerous substantive and procedural provisions of the [ICCPR],”149 including the rights to 

personal liberty and security,150 and themselves “constitute a particularly aggravated form of 

arbitrary detention.”151  Enforced disappearances occur when there is an “arrest, detention, 

abduction, or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the State . . . followed by a 

refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or whereabouts of 

the disappeared person, which place such a person outside the protection of the law.”152 

For the first 84 days of their detention, both men were disappeared – held in undisclosed 

locations without any access to their families, lawyers, or doctors.  Both men were arrested by 

the National Police on June 8, 2021, without an explanation or disclosure of their intended 

destination.  Their family members suspected that Chamorro and Maradiaga were being held in 

El Chipote prison, but whenever they tried to visit, the guards would not confirm that the two 

men were being detained there.153  The government did not confirm Chamorro and Maradiaga’s 

whereabouts until August 31, 2021, when each man was permitted a short visit with a family 

member at El Chipote prison.154  

 

2.  Both men were denied access to a fair and impartial tribunal. 

 

 Article 14(1) of the ICCPR provides that “everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public 

hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law,” which is 

reiterated in Article 10 of the UDHR.155  The Body of Principles also requires a “judicial or other 

 
148 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 9(1). 
149 General Comment No. 35, supra note 114, at ¶ 17. 
150 Id., at ¶ 55. 
151 Id., at ¶ 17. 
152 International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, 2716 U.N.T.S. 3, 

entered into force Dec. 23, 2010, at Art. 2, available at 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/ced/pages/conventionced.aspx. 
153 Urgent Appeal to UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, or Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment in the case of Félix Maradiaga/Nicaragua, PERSEUS STRATEGIES, June 11, 202, available at 

https://www.perseus-strategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Felix-Maradiaga-SRT-Urgent-Appeal-

06.11.21.pdf. 
154 Press Release, Media Release Announcing Proof of Life of Juan Sebastián Chamorro and Félix Maradiaga, 

Closed Hearing to Be Held September 3, 2021, PERSEUS STRATEGIES, Sept. 1, 2021, available at 

https://www.perseus-strategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Nicaragua-Press-

Release_08.27.21_ENG_ESP.pdf. 
155 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 14 and UDHR, at Art. 10. 
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authority” to have the “strongest possible guarantees of competence, impartiality and 

independence.”156  States must ensure the “actual independence of the judiciary from political 

interference by the executive branch.”157   

 

 During the June 9, August 26, and September 3 hearings, Maradiaga and Chamorro were 

denied access to a fair and impartial tribunal.  This is clear from the Ortega regime’s general 

control over the judiciary and the regime’s escalating repression against political opposition 

before the November 2021 election.  It is internationally recognized that Nicaragua’s judiciary is 

completely controlled by the executive.  The U.S. State Department, for example, has reported 

that Ortega’s FSLN “exercises total control over” the judiciary and that the “Supreme Court and 

lower-level courts remained particularly susceptible to bribes, manipulation, and political 

influence, especially by the FSLN.”158   

 

On June 9, Judge Henry Morales of the Sixth Criminal District of Managua, notorious for 

facilitating the illegal detentions of political prisoners,159 presided over Maradiaga’s hearing and 

remanded him to 90 days in judicial detention during a secret hearing in the middle of the night 

without Maradiaga’s lawyer present.  Chamorro, without his lawyer, was remanded to 90 days in 

judicial detention in a secret hearing on June 10.   

 

On August 26, the charges were admitted against both men in a preliminary hearing.  

Chamorro and Maradiaga were charged with violations of Articles 410 and 412 of the Penal 

Code, which punish “undermining national integrity” and “provocation, proposition, and 

conspiracy.”160  These transparently political charges are intended to keep Chamorro and 

Maradiaga, if convicted, in prison for 15-25 years.  On September 3, in a hearing inside El 

Chipote prison and not in a court of law, Judge Nalia Nadezhda Ubeda Obando of the Fifth 

Criminal Hearings Court of Managua granted the prosecutor’s request to initiate criminal 

proceedings.  Like Judge Henry Morales, Judge Nalia Nadezhda Ubeda Obando is known for 

allowing the Ortega regime’s attorneys to initiate political and fabricated charges against his 

political opponents.161   

 

The egregious due process violations in this case further demonstrate that the court is 

acting on a political basis.  As previously discussed, both men were arrested under a law which 

penalizes offenders by disqualifying them from running for political office.  They and five other 

political candidates have been subjected to prolonged pretrial detention without any 

individualized determination that it is necessary or reasonable.  Thus, the judiciary is not fair or 

impartial, in violation of Category III. 

   

 
156 Body of Principles, supra note 106.  
157 General Comment No. 32 on Article 14: Right to Equality Before Courts and Tribunals and to a Fair Trial, U.N. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/GC/32, Aug. 23, 2007, at ¶ 19.  
158 Nicaragua, in 2020 COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, supra note 44. 
159 Judge Henry Morales, executioner of political prisoners, is promoted to TAM magistrate, TODAY IN 24, Oct. 7, 

2021, available at https://today.in-24.com/News/amp/423088. 
160 Comunicado 066-2021, supra note 90. 
161 Acusan por narcotráfico y tenencia illegal de armas al opositor Benjamín “Tikay” Gutiérrez, ARTÍCULO66, Jan. 

17, 2021, available at https://www.articulo66.com/2021/01/17/benjamin-gutierrez-tikay-acusacion-presos-politicos-

nicaragua/. 
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3.   Both men were denied the right to a public hearing.  

 

Article 14(1) of the ICCPR provides that individuals are entitled to “a fair and public 

hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law” in the 

determination of criminal charges against them, and Article 14(3) provides that they must be 

tried without undue delay.162  The Body of Principles affirms these critical due process rights.163  

The Human Rights Committee has noted that “courts have the power to exclude all or part of the 

public from hearings for reasons of morals, public order, or national security in a democratic 

society, or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly 

necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would be 

prejudicial to the interests of justice.”164  Beyond these circumstances, hearings must be open to 

the public.165 

 

From the Ortega regime’s perspective, allowing public hearings would be prejudicial to 

its political agenda.  None of the proceedings against Maradiaga and Chamorro have been public, 

and the regime has not explained why they were conducted in secret.  Their June 9 and June 10 

hearings took place around 2:00 or 3:00 am local time and the Public Ministry did not announce 

that the hearing had occurred until the afternoon of June 10.  The August 26 hearing was also 

held secretly – neither man’s chosen counsel was notified that it had taken place, and the Public 

Ministry did not announce it had occurred until the next day.  The September 3 hearing took 

place inside the El Chipote prison and was likewise closed to the public.   

 

4.   Both men were denied access to counsel of their choice. 

 

 Under Article 14(3)(b) of the ICCPR, everyone has the right, “[i]n the determination of 

any criminal charge against him,” to “communicate with counsel of his own choosing.”166  The 

right to choose one’s own counsel is also protected under Nicaraguan law.167  This right requires 

that an accused be given “prompt access to counsel,”168 and, under the Basic Principles, counsel 

must be provided “immediately after the moment of apprehension.”169  It has been held “[t]hat 

contraventions of the rules of due process, such as holding persons incommunicado for periods 

of up to more than 15 days, not specifying the reasons for their detention, or inability to 

communicate with counsel during that period constitute violations of the rules of due process of 

law and that such contraventions make the deprivation of freedom, during the first 15 days, 

arbitrary.”170  It has further been held that counsel must have the necessary time to prepare an 

 
162 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 14(1)–(3). 
163 Body of Principles, supra note 106, at Principles 32, 37. 
164 General Comment No. 32 on Article 14: Right to Equality Before Courts and Tribunals and to a Fair Trial, supra 

note 157, at ¶ 29. 
165 Id. 
166 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 14(3)(b). 
167 Código Procesal Penal de Nicaragua (Ley No. 406), MINISTERIO PÚBLICO DE LA REPÚBLICA DE NICARAGUA, at 

Art. 95.10, accessed Oct. 14, 2021, available at 

https://web.oas.org/mla/en/Countries_Intro/Nica_intro_textfun_esp_2.pdf. 
168 General Comment No. 32 on Article 14: Right to Equality Before Courts and Tribunals and to a Fair Trial, supra 

note 157, at ¶ 34. 
169 Body of Principles, supra note 106, at Principles 11, 15, 17-18; Basic Principles, supra note 34, at ¶ 12. 
170 José Gabriel Pastor Vives, et al. v. Peru, Opinion No. 50/1993, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY 

DETENTION, adopted Sep. 30, 1993, at ¶¶ 5(e), 6(a). 
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adequate defense and that gaining access to the defense’s case file mere minutes before a 

proceeding is insufficient time to prepare.171 

 

 Chamorro and Maradiaga have been denied access to counsel of their choice.  Following 

their arrest on June 8, both men were disappeared for 84 days before they were permitted access 

to their lawyers.  Moreover, two of Chamorro and Maradiaga’s lawyers have since fled the 

country, citing persecution by the Ortega regime as the reason that they fled.172   

 

Neither man’s lawyer had an opportunity to prepare an adequate defense.  The lawyers 

were not informed of the June 9 hearing, even though Maradiaga’s lawyer filed for accreditation 

beforehand.  Neither man’s lawyer was notified about or present for the August 26 hearing in 

which both men were charged, by which time both men had accredited lawyers.  Accordingly, 

Chamorro’s lawyer presented a motion at the September 3 hearing to void the charges, but this 

motion was denied.  Although Chamorro and Maradiaga’s lawyers were present for the 

September 3 hearing, neither man was given any time alone with his lawyer, and the lawyers 

were denied access to the investigative case file.   

 

5.  Both men were denied access to family. 

 

 Detainees also have the right to have access to their family.  The Body of Principles 

states that “communication of the detained or imprisoned person with the outside world, and in 

particular his family . . . shall not be denied for more than a matter of days.”173  The Nelson 

Mandela Rules similarly assert: “Prisoners shall be allowed . . . to communicate with their family 

and friends at regular intervals,” including “[b]y receiving visits.”174  Under Nicaraguan law, an 

accused has the right to communicate with family within the first three hours of arrest or 

detention.175  For the first 84 days of their detention (approximately three months), Chamorro 

and Maradiaga were disappeared, and their families did not know where they were or if they 

were alive.  Chamorro’s sister and Maradiaga’s brother-in-law visited El Chipote prison in the 

afternoon of June 8 and the morning of June 9, hoping to find their arrested family members.  

Although the guards accepted a package brought for Maradiaga, they did not actively confirm 

that Maradiaga was detained there or alive.  Further, both men were allowed a short visit with 

family on August 31, 2021 – but were subjected to another 41 days of incommunicado detention 

afterwards without access to family or counsel. 

 

 
171 Solís v. Nicaragua, supra note 8, at ¶ 50 (holding, in a case against the Ortega regime, that the lawyer was given 

access to the case file only minutes before a hearing, and that the inability to prepare an adequate defense directly 

impacted his client’s due process rights). 
172 Mayor Curtis, Abogado de Presos Políticos: “Al Menos Siete Colegas Se Han Tenido que Ir del País Porque 

Dijeron que Tenían Amenazas”, LA PRENSA, Sept. 19, 2021, available at 

https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2021/09/19/suplemento/la-prensa-domingo/2881579-maynor-curtis-abogado-de-

presos-politicos-al-menos-siete-colegas-se-han-tenido-que-ir-del-pais-porque-dijeron-que-tenian-amenazas [in 

Spanish]. 
173 Body of Principles, supra note 106, at Principle 15. 
174 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (Nelson Mandela Rules), G.A. Res. 

70/175, U.N. Doc. A/RES/70/175, adopted Dec. 17, 2015, at Rule 58(1), available at 

https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/175. 
175 Código Procesal Penal de Nicaragua (Ley No. 406), at Art. 95.3, supra note 167.  
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6.   Both men were denied the presumption of innocence. 

 

Article 14(2) of the ICCPR guarantees that “[e]veryone charged with a criminal offense 

shall have the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.”176  This right 

is affirmed by the Body of Principles.177  Excessive recourse to pretrial detention can also violate 

the presumption of innocence.178  The Human Rights Committee has explained that media 

coverage that affirms the accused’s guilt, or portrays the accused in a way that undermines the 

presumption of innocence, must be avoided.179  In cases against the Ortega regime, it has been 

found that the presumption of innocence was violated when the judiciary and members of the 

regime publicly treated individuals in pretrial detention as though they were convicted 

criminals,180 and where individuals were automatically placed in pretrial detention without an 

opportunity to challenge its legality.181  Nicaragua’s Constitution also protects the right to the 

presumption of innocence.182 

 

 Chamorro and Maradiaga were denied the presumption of innocence on June 8, when 

Vice President and First Lady Rosario Murillo publicly referred to them and other individuals 

being investigated under Law 1055 – all opposition leaders and/or potential opposition 

presidential candidates – as “terrorists” and “criminals,” adding that: “They believe they’ll be 

forever unpunished, [but] justice arrives, late but it arrives in this Nicaragua that had been 

prospering and in reconciliation.  How much we would have done with what this mountain of 

thieves stole, not just thieves but also terrorists, criminals.”183  Publicly treating Chamorro and 

Maradiaga as though they are convicted criminals is a violation of the presumption of innocence.  

 

 Both men’s prolonged pretrial detention constitutes an additional violation of their right 

to the presumption of innocence.  In June 2021, both men were remanded to 90 days of judicial 

detention to allow the Government to further investigate the allegations against them – this is the 

practical equivalent of a criminal sentence, despite the fact they have not been convicted of any 

crime.  On September 3, when the judge granted the prosecutor’s request to initiate criminal 

proceedings against both men, they were once again remanded to prolonged incommunicado 

detention.  Their indefinite pretrial detention is equivalent to the government presuming them 

guilty of the charged offenses.  

 

7.  Chamorro and Maradiaga have been subjected to torture or cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment. 

 

 
176 ICCPR, supra note 101, at Art. 14(2).  
177 Body of Principles, supra note 106, at Principle 36.   
178 Report of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention: Mission to Brazil, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY 

DETENTION, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/27/48/Add.3, June 30, 2014, at ¶ 100. 
179 General Comment No. 32 on Article 14: Right to Equality Before Courts and Tribunals and to a Fair Trial, supra 

note 168, at ¶ 30. 
180 Carlos Ramón Brenes Sánchez v. Nicaragua, supra note 132, at ¶ 55. 
181 Solís v. Nicaragua, supra note 133, at ¶ 46. 
182 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, supra note 102, at Art. 34(1). 
183 Nicaragua Arrests Potential Challengers to President Daniel Ortega, NBC NEWS, June 9, 2021, available at 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/nicaragua-arrests-potential-challengers-president-daniel-ortega-rcna1154. 
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The ICCPR and UDHR both prohibit torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment.184  Nicaragua has also ratified the Convention Against Torture.  Enforced 

disappearance is not only a risk factor for torture,185 but may itself constitute a form of torture.186  

The Human Rights Committee has found that the “anguish and stress” experienced by a 

disappeared person’s family members can also constitute ill treatment prohibited by Article 7 of 

the ICCPR.187  It is widely recognized that both prolonged incommunicado detention188 and 

prolonged solitary confinement189 facilitate the perpetration of torture and cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment, and may themselves constitute such treatment.190  Under the Nelson 

Mandela Rules, prolonged solitary confinement refers to solitary confinement for a period longer 

than 15 days.191 

 

Both Chamorro and Maradiaga were disappeared for 84 days, during which time they did 

not have access to counsel or family.  The Ortega regime did not actively confirm that the men 

were alive and being detained, thereby causing their families severe anguish and stress.  Both 

men were confirmed alive on August 31, 2021, when they were briefly reappeared and a family 

member was permitted to visit.  However, both men were subjected to renewed incommunicado 

detention, without access to counsel or family, following their hearing on September 3 and until 

October 11.  Chamorro and Maradiaga’s trial date has not been set following the September 3 

hearing, and both men now indefinitely remain in incommunicado detention.192  As indicated 

above, the trial date remains unscheduled due to unexplained “force majeure.”193   

During their first three months in custody, both men lost between 25 and 30 pounds.  Maradiaga 

was kept in solitary confinement for the first two months of his detention, a clear violation of 

 
184 UDHR, supra note 101, at 5; ICCPR, supra note 101, at 7.  
185 REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ENFORCED OR INVOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCES, U.N. COMMISSION ON 

HUMAN RIGHTS, 62nd Sess., U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/2006/56, Dec. 27, 2005, at ¶ 22, available at 

https://undocs.org/E/CN.4/2006/56 (“As is well documented, disappearance is often a precursor to torture . . . .”). 
186 S. Jegatheeswara Sarma v. Sri Lanka, Communication No. 950/2000, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/78/D/950/2000, U.N. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, July 16, 2003, at ¶ 9.3, available at https://juris.ohchr.org/Search/Details/1051 (“Any 

act of such disappearance [as defined under the Rome Statute] constitutes a violation of many of the rights enshrined 

in the Covenant, including . . . the right not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment (article 7) . . . .”). 
187 Id., at ¶ 9.5 (“[N]oting the anguish and stress caused to the author's family by the disappearance of his son and by 

the continuing uncertainty concerning his fate and whereabouts, the Committee considers that the author and his 

wife are also victims of violation of article 7 of the Covenant.”). 
188 REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION, HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL, 16th Sess., U.N. Doc. 

A/HRC/16/ 47, Jan. 19, 2011, at ¶ 54, available at https://undocs.org/A/HRC/16/47 (“Prolonged incommunicado 

detention may facilitate the perpetration of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 

and may in itself constitute such treatment.”) 
189 General Comment No. 20 on Article 7: Prohibition of Torture, or Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 

or Punishment, U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.1, Mar. 10, 1992, at ¶ 6 (“The 

Committee notes that prolonged solitary confinement of the detained or imprisoned person may amount to acts 

prohibited by article 7.”); see also Nelson Mandela Rules, supra note 174, at Rule 44. 
190 UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Calls for Prohibition of Solitary Confinement, OFFICE OF THE UN HIGH 

COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, Oct. 18, 2011 (describing how the use of solitary confinement, when used 

during pretrial detention or indefinitely, amounts to torture). 
191 Nelson Mandela Rules, supra note 174, at Rule 44. 
192 Additionally, their prolonged incommunicado detention is occurring during the COVID-19 pandemic.  See 

Urgent Appeal to UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, or Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in 

the case of Félix Maradiaga/Nicaragua, supra note 153. 
193 Comunicación Asunto No. 011964-ORM4-2021-PN, supra note 96. 
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both the ICCPR and the Nelson Mandela Rules.  As of October 7, Chamorro is being held in a 

cell where the lights are kept on for 24 hours and is subjected to repeated interrogations.  As long 

as both men remain in arbitrary detention, they remain at risk of further torture and cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment.  

 

D.  Their Detention is Motivated by Discrimination Based on a Protected Class 

 

 Further detention is arbitrary when it “constitutes a violation of international law on the 

grounds of discrimination based on birth, national, ethnic or social origin, language, religion, 

economic condition, political or other opinion, gender, sexual orientation, disability, or any other 

status.”194  This includes discrimination based on “a person’s status as a human rights defender,” 

and in particular, “discrimination in the exercise of rights elaborated under declaratory 

instruments such as the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.”195  As discussed in Section 

II(B) above, both Chamorro and Maradiaga have been targeted by the Ortega regime for their 

outspoken criticism of the government, advocacy for government accountability and human 

rights, association with civil society groups, and meetings domestically and abroad.196  All of 

these activities are protected activities under the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.197 

 

VII. INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

 

 

International Organizations 

 

“Earlier today, I met @vickycardenasl & @bertavalle, the wives of @jschamarrog & Félix  

@Maradiaga, two of > than 170 political prisoners in #Nicaragua. Each have lost > 40 lbs & are 

being held incommunicado. The immediate release of all pol. Prisoners must be top priority.” – 

OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro198  

 

“Exigimos liberación de @maradiaga y @Jschamorrog y de tod@s los presos políticos en 

#Nicaragua. Es imprescindible que se cese la persecución y que haya garantía de derechos civiles 

y políticos en Nicaragua.” – OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro199 

 

“Nicaraguan authorities must put an end to repression and restore the full respect for human 

rights, including for civil and political rights. International human rights bodies such as the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) must be authorised to return to Nicaragua. Above all, 

 
194 REVISED METHODS OF WORK, supra note 99, at ¶ 8(e). 
195 Ny Sokha v. Cambodia, Opinion No. 45/2016, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2016/45, U.N. WORKING GROUP ON 

ARBITRARY DETENTION, adopted Nov. 21, 2016, at ¶¶ 44–45. 
196 Acusación Fiscal, supra note 92. 
197 Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect 

Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, G.A. Res. 53/144, U.N. Doc. A/RES/53/144, 

adopted Dec. 9, 1998, at Arts. 5–6, 8, 12–13, 16. 
198 Tweet by Luis Almagro (@AlmagroOEA_2015), TWITTER, Nov. 8, 2021, 1:46 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Almagro_OEA2015/status/1457781682631692294?s=20. 
199 Tweet by Luis Almagro (@AlmagroOEA_2015), TWITTER, Nov. 8, 2021, 11:32 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Almagro_OEA2015/status/1425117970666295299?s=20. 
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the European Union calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners, 

and for the annulment of legal proceedings against them.” – Josep Borrell, High 

Representative/Vice President of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy200  

 

“Me reuní con @bertavalle y Victoria Cárdenas, condenamos la prisión de sus esposos Félix  

@maradiaga y @Jschamorrog y exigimos su inmediata liberación, así como de los demás presos 

políticos de #Nicaragua cuyos derechos humanos han sido violados” – OAS Secretary General 

Luis Almagro201  

 

“Exigimos la liberación inmediata de Félix Alejandro Madariaga Blandón, un nuevo candidato 

presidencial preso en #Nicaragua. El régimen de Daniel Ortega debe cesar las violaciones de los 

derechos fundamentales d sus ciudadanos y los principios d la Carta Democrática 

Interamericana” – OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro202  

 

“Given the Ortega administration’s flagrant attempts to undermine basic democratic institutions 

and the rights of Nicaraguans, it is essential that key international actors do more.  Human Rights 

Watch calls on the international community to redouble its pressure on Nicaraguan authorities to 

end the ongoing repression, hold perpetrators accountable, and ensure that Nicaraguans can 

exercise their political rights in free and fair elections.” – Human Rights Watch203  

 

“The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) condemns the serious escalation 

of repression in Nicaragua in recent days. The IACHR urges the State of Nicaragua to stop 

repression and, in particular, to free anyone who has been arbitrarily deprived of liberty. 

On June 9, the Commission condemned the intense recent escalation of repression against 

individuals and organizations who oppose the Nicaraguan government or defend human rights, 

and against independent media. The Commission particularly condemned the arrests and 

criminalization of Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, Arturo Cruz Sequeira, Félix Maradiaga, and Juan 

Sebastián Chamorro García, who had publicly announced their presidential candidacies ahead of 

the general election that is scheduled for November.” – Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights204  

 

“The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Regional Office for Central America and the 

 
200 Press Release, Nicaragua: Declaration by the High Representative on Behalf of the European Union, COUNCIL 

OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, Nov. 8, 2021, available at https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-

releases/2021/11/08/nicaragua-declaration-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-european-union/. 
201 Tweet by Luis Almagro (@AlmagroOEA_2015), TWITTER, Jul. 19, 2021, 11:36 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/Almagro_OEA2015/status/1417146242963017741?s=20. 
202 Tweet by Luis Almagro (@Almagro_OEA2015), TWITTER, Jun. 8, 2021, 4:01 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Almagro_OEA2015/status/1402355084210708485?s=20. 
203 CRITICS UNDER ATTACK:  HARASSMENT AND DETENTION OF OPPONENTS, RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND JOURNALISTS 

AHEAD OF ELECTIONS IN NICARAGUA, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, Jun. 22, 2021, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/06/22/critics-under-attack/harassment-and-detention-opponents-rights-defenders-

and. 

 
204 Press Release, IACHR Condemns the Serious Escalation of Repression in Nicaragua, INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, Jun. 18, 2021, available at 

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/preleases/2021/152.asp. 
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Dominican Republic categorically condemned the criminal persecution of leaders of the 

opposition in Nicaragua who made public their intentions to run for the presidency in the general 

election scheduled for November 7.” – Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Regional Office for Central America and 

the Dominican Republic205  

 

“1/ The Nicaraguan gov't imprisoned her husband, Felix @Maradiaga for speaking out against 

the regime, & daring to challenge Ortega at the polls. @Bertavalle bravely spreads awareness for 

her husband & other political prisoners being arbitrarily detained in her home country.” – Oslo 

Freedom Forum206  

 

“Nicaragua still jails opposition candidates ahead of fake elections. Nicaragua sits on the U.N. 

committee overseeing human rights NGOs. We support @BertaValle's struggle to free her 

husband @Maradiaga. #LibertadParaLosPresosPoliticos #SOSNicaragua” – UN Watch207  

 

“The @GenevaSummit stands with @OAS_official in demanding the release of all political 

prisoners prior to upcoming elections in #Nicaragua. Our speaker Felix @maradiaga has now 

been imprisoned for over 130 days. #FreeFelix @bertavalle” – The Geneva Summit for Human 

Rights and Democracy208  

 

“[Canada] stand[s] with partners in the @OAS_official calling on #Nicaragua to allow the 

immediate return of international human rights bodies, such as the Inter-American Comm on 

Human Rights @CIDH & the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights @UNHumanRights.” – Embassy of Canada in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua209  

 

“[Canada] stands in solidarity with all defenders of #humanrights, calling for the release of 

#politicalprisoners in #Nicaragua. #SOSNicaragua #StandUp4HumanRights” – Embassy of 

Canada in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua210  

 

“Atlas Network’s Center for Latin America strongly condemns the Nicaraguan government's 

repressive actions against its critics, including the beating and imprisonment of presidential 

candidate Félix Maradiaga and economist Juan Sebastián Chamorro. As was widely reported by 

international media, including the Washington Post, Bloomberg, The Guardian, CNN en 

Español, BBC, and other outlets, the Nicaraguan government has continued its 

 
205 Press Release, IACHR and OHCHR Categorically Condemn Criminal Prosecution of Presidential Precandidates 

and Urge State of Nicaragua to Release Them Immediately, INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 

Jun. 9, 2021, available at 

http://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2021/145.asp. 
206 Tweet by Oslo Freedom Forum (@OsloFF), TWITTER, Nov. 22, 2021, 10:56 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/OsloFF/status/1462812186783408130?s=20. 
207 Tweet by UN Watch (@UNWatch), TWITTER, Nov. 2, 2021, 11:10 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/UNWatch/status/1455552800277020677. 
208 Tweet by The Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy (@GenevaSummit), Twitter, Oct. 21, 2021, 

9:00 am, available at https://twitter.com/GenevaSummit/status/1451171412387958784?s=20.  
209 Tweet by Embassy of Canada in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua (@CanEmbCRHNNI), TWITTER, Dec. 10, 

2021, 5:40 pm, available at https://twitter.com/CanEmbCRHNNI/status/1469436933118078981?s=20. 
210 Tweet by Embassy of Canada in Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua (@CanEmbCRHNNI), TWITTER, Dec. 13, 

2021, 2:03 pm, available at https://twitter.com/CanEmbCRHNNI/status/1470469554631766016. 
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authoritarianism—with its attack on opposition members with violence and torture threatening to 

sink the country into an outright institutional crisis, risking becoming a failed state.” – Center for 

Latin America, Atlas Network211  

 

“We demand that Daniel Ortega’s government immediately release all those detained for 

exercising their rights.” – Erika Guevara-Rosas, Americas Director, Amnesty International212  

 

“They [Cristiana Chamorro, Arturo Cruz, Felix Maradiaga and Juan Sebastian Chamorro] are all 

arbitrary detentions…the international community is hoping that, as these dates are reached, 

these people should be released.” – Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas Director, Human Rights 

Watch213  

 

“Freedom House calls on the Nicaraguan government to release the political prisoners currently 

detained and hold new elections once the accusations against them are nullified. Moreover, we 

call on the international community to use all the tools at its disposal to hold 

the government accountable and restore democracy.” – Freedom House214  

 

“After appearing at the Ministry, Maradiaga was intercepted along with his driver and lawyer, 

who were later released….[P]residential candidate Juan Sebastián Chamorro…[was] also 

detained…. We call upon the State of Nicaragua to act in accordance with recommendations 

made by the United Nations Human Rights Council and the Organization of American States 

with the goal of ensuring free and fair elections with national and international monitoring on 

November 7 of this year. We also demand that Nicaraguan authorities immediately cease all 

repressive actions against their citizens, unconditionally release all political prisoners, and 

restore the full exercise of their rights. These violations of fundamental rights must not remain in 

impunity. The Nicaraguan government must also be held accountable at the international level 

for this repression.” – Due Process of Law Foundation, Unidad de Protección a Defensoras y 

Defensores de Derechos Humanos – Guatemala, Center for Justice and International Law, 

CIVICUS, Iniciativa Mesoamericana de Mujeres Defensoras de Derechos Humanos, Institute on 

Race, Equality and Human Rights, OXFAM, Organización Mundial Contra la Tortura, 

Plataforma Internacional contra la Impunidad, Red Internacional de Derechos Humanos215  

 
211 Press Release, Center For Latin America Statement On Repression In Nicaragua, ATLAS NETWORK, Jun. 10, 

2021, available at https://www.atlasnetwork.org/articles/center-for-latin-america-statement-on-repression-in-

nicaragua. 
212 Press Release, Nicaragua: Enforced Disappearance is the New Tactic for Repression, AMNESTY 

INTERNATIONAL, Aug. 25, 2021, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/nicaragua-enforced-

disappearance-is-the-new-tactic-for-repression/. 
213 Carlos F. Chamorro, José Miguel Vivanco: “Ortega Will Be Buried on November 7,” Without Legitimacy, 

CONFIDENCIAL, Aug. 26, 2021, available at https://www.confidencial.com.ni/english/jose-miguel-vivanco-ortega-

will-be-buried-on-november-7-without-legitimacy/. 

 
214 Press Release, Nicaragua: Ortega Regime Should Hold Free and Fair Elections and Reopen Civic Space for All, 

FREEDOM HOUSE, Nov. 8, 2021, available at https://freedomhouse.org/article/nicaragua-ortega-regime-should-hold-

free-and-fair-elections-and-reopen-civic-space-all. 
215 Press Release, Human Rights Organizations Condemn Escalated Repression in Nicaragua and Demand the 

Immediate Release of All Political Prisoners, CENTER FOR JUSTICE AND INTENRATIONAL LAW, ET AL., Jun. 18, 2021, 

available at https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/human-rights-organizations-condemn-escalated-repression-in-

nicaragua-and-demand-the-immediate-release-of-all-political-prisoners/. 
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Public Personalities 

 

“The U.S. calls for the immediate release of Nicaraguan opposition leaders Cristiana Chamorro, 

Arturo Cruz, Félix Maradiaga, Juan Sebastian Chamorro, and others. Our sanctions on members 

of the regime hold accountable those who carry out attacks on the Nicaraguan people.” – U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken216  

 

“Today I spoke with former President Jimmy Carter about the situation in Nicaragua. We urge 

the government of Nicaragua to immediately release all political prisoners and to hold free and 

fair elections so Nicaraguans can choose their leaders democratically. @CarterCenter” – U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken217  

 

“Ortega-Murillo’s campaign of terror continues with more arbitrary arrests this weekend. OAS 

members must send a clear signal this week: enough repression. The region cannot stand by and 

wait to see who is next.” – U.S. Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere 

Affairs Julie Chung218 

 

“Canada calls for the immediate release of the arbitrarily arrested, imprisoned or detained 

political candidates, as well as the release of all political prisoners, and an end to the arrest and 

harassment of the independent media and civil society actors.” – Marc Garneau, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Canada219  

 

“Moved by the courage of @bertavalle and @VickyCardenasL and reiterate their call for the 

immediate release of their spouses @maradiaga and @jschamorrog& all Nicaraguan political 

prisoners. We stand w/ Nicaraguans speaking out against the brutality of the Ortega-Murillo 

regime.” – Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights 

Uzra Zeya220  

 

“I met Berta Valle & Victoria Cárdenas, whose husbands are 2 of the 6 presidential candidates 

detained in #Nicaragua & haven’t been heard from in 43 days. Anyone who speaks up—

reporters, activists, students—faces a similar fate.  So many families suffering under Ortega's 

crackdown.” – USAID Administrator Samantha Power221 

 

 
216 Tweet by Secretary Antony Blinken (@SecBlinken), TWITTER, Jun. 9, 2021, 6:39 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/SecBlinken/status/1402757286137942017. 
217 Tweet by Secretary Antony Blinken (@SecBlinken), TWITTER, Jun. 17, 2021, 8:40 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/SecBlinken/status/1405686771023814656?s=20. 
218 Tweet by Julie Chung (@WHAAsstSecty), TWITTER, Jun. 13, 2021, 6:25 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/WHAAsstSecty/status/1404203289445650432?s=20. 
219 Press Release, Canada Condemns Arrest of Political Candidates and Civil Society Leaders in Nicaragua, 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS CANADA, Jun.11, 2021, available at https://www.canada.ca/en/global-

affairs/news/2021/06/canada-condemns-arrest-of-political-candidates-and-civil-society-leaders-in-nicaragua.html. 
220 Tweet by Under Secretary Uzra Zeya (@UnderSecStateJ), TWITTER, Jul. 22, 2021, 12:40 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/UnderSecStateJ/status/1418249611135815689?s=20. 
221 Tweet by Samantha Power (@PowerUSAID), TWITTER, Jul. 21, 2021, 10:00 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/PowerUSAID/status/1417847026100940811?s=20. 
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“The United States calls on President Ortega and the Nicaraguan government to immediately 

release presidential candidates Cristiana Chamorro, Arturo Cruz, Félix Maradiaga, Juan 

Sebastian Chamorro and other civil society and opposition leaders arrested in the past week, 

including in last night’s crackdown, which sent independent journalists and activists into hiding 

for fear of reprisals.  The United States condemns these actions in the most unequivocal terms 

and holds President Ortega and those complicit in these actions responsible for their safety and 

well-being.” – U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken222  

 

“We again urge the Ortega-Murillo government to cease its repression and respect the human 

rights of peaceful assembly and free expression and to unconditionally release all political 

prisoners detained for exercising their human rights.” – Bradley Freden, Interim U.S. Permanent 

Representative to the Organization of American States223  

 

“Today I join Berta Valle and Victoria Cárdenas in calling for the immediate, unconditional 

release of their spouses, Nicaraguan opposition leaders Félix Maradiaga and  

@Jschamorrog, along with all political prisoners, and for a return of civil liberties in Nicaragua. -

BAN”  – U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Brian A. Nichols224  

 

“Nicaragua: Meeting today with wives and lawyers of arrested presidential candidates Felix 

Maradiaga and @Jschamorrog. The EU calls for their immediate and unconditional release and 

that of all political prisoners in #Nicaragua. We call for free and fair elections.” – EU Special 

Representative for Human Rights Eamon Gilmore225 

 

“Otra bofetada para el régimen #OrtegaMurillo ante la flagrante violación a los #DDHH de 

quienes han sido secuestrados. La @CorteIDH resuelve en favor de las víctimas. 

#DanielseQuedaSolo.” – Former President of Costa Rica Laura Chinchilla226  

 

“With the candidate registration deadline closing in, it is important that we not forget the over 

150 prisoners detained by the Ortega-Murillo regime and the impact on their loved ones. 

Throughout August @StateDRL will be sharing their stories. #PresosPorQué” – Under Secretary 

of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights Uzra Zeya227  

 

“Esta semana se cumplieron 50 días desde que el régimen de Ortega detuvo arbitrariamente a  

 
222 Press Release, Announcing Sanctions on the Ortega Regime in Response to Arbitrary Detentions and Other 

Undemocratic Moves, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Jun. 9, 2021, available at https://www.state.gov/announcing-

sanctions-on-the-ortega-regime-in-response-to-arbitrary-detentions-and-other-undemocratic-moves/. 
223 IACHR Condemns Nicaragua Elections, U.S. MISSION TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, Nov. 3, 

2021, available at https://usoas.usmission.gov/iachr-condemns-nicaragua-elections/. 
224 Tweet by Brian A. Nichols (@WHAAsstSecty), TWITTER, Nov. 10, 2021, 7:53 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/WHAAsstSecty/status/1458598607150632960?s=20.  
225 Tweet by Eamon Gilmore (@EamonGilmore), TWITTER, Jul. 7, 2021, 12:24 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/EamonGilmore/status/1412809786362638337?s=20. 
226 Tweet by Laura Chinchilla M. (@Laura_Ch), Twitter, Jun. 24, 2021, 9:00 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/Laura_Ch/status/1408228543960596483?s=20. 
227 Tweet by Under Secretary Uzra Zeya (@UnderSecStateJ), TWITTER, Aug. 2, 2021, 3:57 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/UnderSecStateJ/status/1422285358918742022?s=20. 
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@Jschamorrog, EE.UU. debe seguir presionando y pidiendo por la libertad de TODOS los 

presos políticos nicaragüenses. #SOSNicaragua” – U.S. Senator Marco Rubio228 

 

“The Ortega-Murillo regime’s actions against @BertaValle and @VickyCardenasL 

for speaking out on their imprisoned spouses @maradiaga & @jschamorrogfurther affirm its 

blatant disregard for human rights and that no Nicaraguan can speak freely without fear of 

attack.” – Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights Uzra 

Zeya229  

 

“Don’t forget the real people being victimized by Daniel Ortega. I spoke today with Berta Valle, 

wife of Félix Maradiaga, who was jailed yesterday. We join detainees' families in demanding the 

Ortega regime release political prisoners & stop attacking prodemocracy groups.” – U.S. Acting 

Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Julie Chung230  

“Though the sham election has come and gone, Ortega-Murillo continue to arrest opposition 

figures on contrived charges and to try to silence critical voices. We join calls in Nicaragua for a 

#NavidadSinPresosPoliticos” – U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs 

Brian Nichols231 

 

“Right after 26 @OAS_official member states called for the release of numerous political 

prisoners in #Nicaragua, the government detained two more people. Nicaraguans deserve a free 

and fair election on Nov. 7, but the government’s ongoing repression has made this impossible.” 

– USAID Administrator Samantha Power232  

 

“We call on President Daniel Ortega and the Nicaraguan government to immediately release 

presidential candidates Cristiana Chamorro, Arturo Cruz, Félix Maradiaga, and Juan Sebastian 

Chamorro, and other civil society and opposition leaders who have been arrested over the past 

week.” – U.S. State Department Spokesperson Ned Price233  

 

“Presidential candidates @Jschamorrog and Félix @maradiaga have spent four months unjustly 

detained by the Ortega regime. Sen. Rubio reaffirms his call for the release of all arbitrarily 

detained political prisoners in #Nicaragua. #NicaraguaSinPresosPoliticos #SOSNicaragua” – 

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio234  

 

 
228 Tweet by Senator Rubio Press (@SenRubioPress), TWITTER, Jul. 30, 2021, 7:25 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/SenRubioPress/status/1421069550162939906?s=20.  
229 Tweet by Under Secretary Uzra Zeya (@UnderSecStateJ), TWITTER, Jul. 28, 2021, 6:48 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/UnderSecStateJ/status/1420516471059386368?s=20. 
230 Tweet by Julie Chung (@WHAAsstSecty), TWITTER, Jun. 9, 2021, 5:20 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/WHAAsstSecty/status/1402737477568270343?s=20. 
231 Tweet by Brian A. Nichols (@WHAAsstSecty), TWITTER, Dec. 8, 2021, 10:02 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/WHAAsstSecty/status/1468596730165870597?s=20. 
232 Tweet by Samantha Power (@PowerUSAID), TWITTER, Oct. 23, 2021, 5:23 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/PowerUSAID/status/1452022804736524289?s=20. 
233 Tweet by Ned Price (@StateDeptSpox), TWITTER, Jun. 9, 2021, 5:17 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/StateDeptSpox/status/1402736543438082048?s=20. 
234 Tweet by Senator Rubio Press (@SenRubioPress), TWITTER, Oct. 6, 2021, 5:23 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/SenRubioPress/status/1445862283641511939?s=20. 
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“I stand with [] Berta Valle and Victoria Cárdenas in their call for release of their husbands and 

an end to the repression under Nicaraguan dictator Daniel Ortega.”  – U.S. Senator Richard 

Durbin235 

 

“Seguiremos del lado de la lucha de los derechos de todos los nicaragüenses, del lado de los 

presos políticos, las madres de asesinados y desaparecidos, familias separadas forzosamente por 

el exilio, de todos los que sueñan con una Nicaragua libre, de futuro y con oportunidades.” – 

Leopoldo López236  

 

“Inauguramos el la exposición del Museo de la Memoria contra la Impunidad en la Asamblea 

Legislativa. En #Nicaragua hay una dictadura que mata y desaparece personas, no podemos 

guardar silencio ante un dictador que amenaza sus habitantes y la región.” – Carolina Hidalgo 

Member of Parliament, Republic of Costa Rica237  

 

“Of great importance. Félix Maradiaga, among other candidates, is in prison, under terrible 

conditions. His wife, the journalist Berta Valle (@bertavalle), is doing all she can to help him -- 

like Avital Sharansky and many another before her. Brave, wonderful people.” – Jay Nordlinger, 

National Review238  

 

“The Ortega regime in #Nicaragua continues to ignore the rule of law by applying unjustified 

charges on opposition candidates @maradiaga & @Jschamorrog. These charges should be 

immediately dropped & both men should be released.” – U.S. Senator Jim Risch239  

 

“The Ortega-controlled Supreme Electoral Council recently barred a number of political parties 

from participating in the electoral process. Ortega has ordered the arrest of presidential 

candidates, civil society leaders, prominent private sector individuals, and youth leaders, and 

more. Most of these recent detainees have not been permitted to see or speak with their families, 

have not had access to lawyers, or even to see health care professionals. Some have been 

incarcerated for nearly 60 days including Juan Sebastian Chamorro and Felix Maradiaga. You 

can't help but admire the bravery of their wives, Victoria and Berta, who are with us today. We 

are praying for the immediate and unconditional release of your husbands, and all the political 

prisoners in Nicaragua.” – Ambassador Mark Green, President, Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars240  

 

 
235 Tweet by Senator Dick Durbin (@Senator Durbin), TWITTER, Nov. 9, 2021, 6:30 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/SenatorDurbin/status/1458215329667166209?s=20. 
236 Tweet by Leopoldo López (@LeopoldoLopez), TWITTER, Nov. 7, 2021, 4:05 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/leopoldolopez/status/1457454302344192008?s=20.  
237 Tweet by Carolina Hidalgo H. (@carohidalgoh), TWITTER, Nov. 1, 2021, 5:06 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/carohidalgoh/status/1455280042972520450?s=20. 
238 Tweet by Jay Nordlinger (@jaynordlinger), TWITTER, Oct. 14, 2021, 12:00 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/jaynordlinger/status/1448679997019987973?s=20. 
239 Senate Foreign Relations Committee Ranking Member (@SenateForeign), TWITTER, Aug. 27, 2021, 4:47 pm, 

available at https://twitter.com/SenateForeign/status/1431357814908366850?s=20. 
240 Nicaragua's Simmering Crisis and the U.S. Policy Response, WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 

SCHOLARS, Jul. 22, 2021, available at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/nicaraguas-simmering-crisis-and-us-

policy-response. 
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“Honored to meet with Victoria Cardenas and Berta Valle, wives of political prisoners 

@JSChamorrog & @Maradiagawho have been disappeared by Nicaragua’s Ortega regime. I 

demand answers on their whereabouts and the unconditional release of all political prisoners.” – 

U.S. Representative Michael McCaul241  

 

“I met w/ Berta Valle & Victoria Cárdenas to discuss the illegal detention of @maradiaga & 

@Jschamorrog in #Nicaragua. The Ortega regime must immediately provide proof of life & 

unconditionally free them. We will cont. to support Nicaraguan's desire for a free & prosperous 

future.” – U.S. Senator James Risch242  

 

“I call on Nicaraguan Pres. Daniel Ortega to demonstrate proof of life for Félix @Maradiaga, 

Juan Sebastián Chamorro @Jschamorrog, & 24 other disappeared presidential candidates, civil 

society leaders, & journalists in #Nicaragua, & to immediately release 140+ political prisoners.” 

– U.S. Senator Chris Coons243  

 

“Today, @RepMarkGreen & I met with Berta Valle & Victoria Cardenas, the wives of 

@Maradiaga & @JSChamorrog, who were arbitrarily detained and forcibly disappeared in 

#Nicaragua by the criminal Ortega regime.” – U.S. Representative Albio Sires244  

 

“Felix Maradiaga is a courageous and committed human rights leader and voice for democracy 

in #Nicaragua. Condemn his arbitrary arrest and join the UN, OAS, US, Canada and all those of 

conscience in calling for his immediate release, and freedom for all political prisoners.” – Irwin 

Cotler, former Minister of Justice of Canada245  

 

“Nicaraguan opposition leader and presidential candidate Félix Maradiaga was beaten, arrested 

& disappeared by security forces of President Daniel Ortega's regime. This brave dissident spoke 

at our 11th Geneva Summit for Human Rights. He must be freed now.” – Hillel Neuer, 

Executive Director, United Nations Watch246  

 

“Standing with @BertaValle in her fight for her husband's freedom in #Nicaragua and the 

freedom of all Nicaraguans.” – U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy247  

 

Media 

 

 
241 House Foreign Affairs GOP (@HouseForeignGOP), Twitter, Jul. 23, 2021, 1:35 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/HouseForeignGOP/status/1418623387241418758?s=20. 
242 Tweet by Senate Foreign Relations Committee Ranking Member (@SenateForeign), Twitter, Jul. 22, 2021, 6:30 

pm, available at https://twitter.com/SenateForeign/status/1418337559311122432?s=20. 
243 Tweet by Senator Chris Coons (@ChrisCoons), TWITTER, Jul. 22, 2021, 5:57 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/ChrisCoons/status/1418329326915887111?s=20. 
244 Tweet by Albio Sires (@RepSires), TWITTER, Jul. 20, 2021, 4:22 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/RepSires/status/1417580764108099584?s=20. 
245 Tweet by Irwin Cotler (@IrwinCotler), TWITTER, Jun. 12, 2021, 11:10 am, available at 

https://twitter.com/IrwinCotler/status/1403731327392878596?s=20. 
246 Tweet by Hillel Neuer (@HillelNeuer), TWITTER, Jun. 9, 2021, 3:31 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/HillelNeuer/status/1402709938661728259?s=20. 
247 U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, M.D. (@SenBillCassidy), TWITTER, Dec. 6, 2021, 3:51 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/SenBillCassidy/status/1467959876404105225. 
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“Nicaraguan dictator Daniel Ortega has tightened his grip on power by arresting political 

opponents, journalists and protesters.” – CBS 60 Minutes248  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I join those in condemning the repressive tactics of the Ortega government, and in calling for 

the immediate and unconditional release of Félix Maradiaga, Juan Sebastián Chamorro, Arturo 

Cruz, and the many other political prisoners falsely accused or imprisoned without charge.  I 

urge the Nicaraguan government to end the repression of dissidents, the shootings of peaceful 

protestors, and the crackdown on press freedom and voting rights.” – U.S. Senator Patrick 

Leahy249  

 

Conclusion 

 

As described above, the ongoing detention the more than 170 political prisoners in 

Nicaragua is punishment for their activism and criticism of the Ortega regime.  Furthermore, 

their detention has been characterized by flagrant substantive abuses and egregious due process 

violations.  The cases of Juan Sebastián Chamorro and Félix Maradiaga represent the broader 

crisis of democracy and human rights in Nicaragua and demonstrate how the Ortega regime 

believes it can operate with complete impunity.  In the cases of Chamorro and Maradiaga, both 

men are recipients of provisional measures of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and 

their case before the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention is pending.  The 

detention of Nicaragua’s political prisoners is violative of Nicaragua’s own constitution and its 

obligations under international law.  All must be immediately released.   

 
248 Tweet by 60 Minutes (@60Minutes), TWITTER, Oct. 28, 2021, 3:26 pm, available at 

https://twitter.com/60Minutes/status/1453805335823650819?s=20. 
249 Press Release, Statement On Repression In Nicaragua, OFFICE OF U.S. SENATOR PATRICK LEAHY OF VERMONT, 

Oct. 25, 2021, available at https://www.leahy.senate.gov/press/statement-on-repression-in-nicaragua. 
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